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3 Reasons to Love This Resource Set

PUTS BOOK AT THE CENTER OF INSTRUCTION

With done-for-you- lesson plans and student activities, you
can strengthen your students’' comprehension skills, enhance

Synthesizing

Those Darn Squirrels!

By: Adam Rubin
Grade Level, 3 / Guided Reading Level: N

vocabulary, and foster a deep understanding of how words
work - all while using Those Darn Squirrels! by Adam Rubin.

D)

Get Ready
To Read

Learn about the

SAVES TIME e

Understand the
meaning of
important words
found in the book

Finally have time to *fit it all in” with super-efficient lesson
plans, activities, and flexible resource sets that can help you

Summary

, Those Darn Squirrels! is about a grumpy old man named Old

Man Fookwire who loves to paint birds and walch them eat
from his birdfeeders. Bul when a bunch of clever squirels start
stealing all the birdseed, he gets very angry and builds fricky
controptions to slop them. The squimrels don't give up—they
come up with smart plans to get the food anyway! Just when it
seems like theyll always be enemies, something surprising
happens that changes everything.

Link to What You Know
* Have you ever changed your mind about how you felt about
something or someone? Tell about it.
+ Tell what makes someone a good friend.
Important Words to Know and Understand
Cleverest = Very smart and quick at figuring things out
Devise - To think of or make a plon

meet your instructional goals without any planning or a lot
of prep.

Learn About
Comprehension
Strategies

CONSISTENT FORMAITING e

¥ Know what fo do
when you get
confused

You and your students will benefit from the consistent

Why Readers Synthesize While Reading

i » Readers synthesize in order to deeply understand what they

read. Asreaders learn new information about characters,
topics, and events, their understanding of the text gets deeper.
This happens because new Information gets added to what they
aiready know.

When you read fiction (stories that are not real), the author
usually tells you a littie bit about the characters, the setting, and
the problem at the beginning of the book. As you read further,
the author gives you more information. If you pay attention to
whal the author writes, you'll nofice that your thoughts aboul a
character or o problem will change over time.

On the other hand. when you read nonfiction [books aboul real
people. places, things. or @vents), the author gives you specific
information about a topic. You can add the new infarmation to
what you already know about o topic to become more of an
expert on a specific topic.

formatting of the resources. As you become familiar with the
format, you'll deliver instruction more easily and your
students will be able to better focus on their learning goals.

©BookPagezr.com




What You'll Get in this Resource Set

Your Turn to Practice Understanding Text Structure
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Use Those Darn Squirrels! and the step-by-step
lesson plans included in this resource to teach:
7 STUDENT

‘Whaot doas he decide 10 0o with fhe bird feeden?

L Why Readers Nofice Text Structure While Reading

Pages 20 o 29

e |[dentifying the Author’'s Purpose

. , u -~ PRACTICE
e Synthesizing PAGES
« Understanding Text Structure

Those Do Squimels: Identifying the Author's Purpose

The avther used some silly, made-up words to show how the

birds “talked" In this story. Choose one of the bird words

Ibelow and explain what you think it might mean. How did

the llustrator help you figure it oul? Why do you think the

Ibirds felt that way when they said #7

“Hamumpht” (p. 18)

“Nah, nah, nah, nah, nah!” (p. 18)

“Thhbbbi!" (p. 23)

D | con explain how the oulhor uses Bustrations o show the
maaning in 4 story,

SO kY

The author used some silly, made-up words to show how the
birds “talked” in this story. Choose one of the bird words
below and expilain what you think it might mean. How did
the illusirator help v~ ~ ~ “n you think the
birds felf tho*
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What You'll Get In this Resource Set

VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT RESOURCE SET

The vocabulary resources included in this
bundle focus on words that are important for
readers to know and understand in the text.
The resources include the following:

« Vocabulary Word List

e« Flash Cards (match words to pictures and

match words to definitions)

e Interactive Vocabulary Notebook Cards

« Vocabulary Word Games Printable

e« Personal Vocabulary Word Bookmark

Those Darn Squimels!
» Adarm Rubin
Vecabulary Connections Grado mm‘arm;{mw Lyt &

Impartant Words to Know and Understand in Those Do Squirrels!

Claveres!

Wery smart ond quick af figuing things out
Delormrined

Mot giving up. even whan somathing is harnd
Devise

To think of or make @ plon

Fortress
A strong bulding that protects people Inside

Spectacular
Wery excifing, amozing. of imgpressive fo see

Stockpile
A big supply of something that's saved o we later

Strotegy

A smort plan o el you reach o goal
Tropeze

A bar hanging i

Verllable
Reolly ¢

WORD LIST

Those Dam Squirels!
Vocabulary Connections s e i
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NOTEBOOK
CARDS

. Clamps . Cleverest ibeiermlnadi 2

Devise 1 Fortress ESpeciuculari :
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FLASH CARDS

I i Word Games
1 with Words from Those Darn Squimels! -, @

Squ uirel Muh:h

Mateh W wiord 10 hiw hes squines right use B, Write the:
mak:hng H[A-J]mlheblaknex o each vocabulany word,
1. Clomps
2. Cleverest
3. Delerminad
4, Davise
5. Forlress

A They save many acoms for winter.
B. They never give up.

C. They are the smartest squirrels.

D. They swing from branches.

E. Thay use lools 1o hold things.

F. They think of now plans.

G. Their firaworks are amazing.

H. Their fort keeps them sale.

1. The yord furned into o real circus.

J. They plan before stealing seeds,

4. Spectacular
7. Stockpie
8. Siralegy
9. Trapeze
10, Veritable

HIIII\HI

Vocabulary Detective
DirecBona: Circla the come -~ = raniance.

1. The squi-

2, v
3

WORD GAMES




What You'll Get In this Resource Set

odjecth M mmmmmemmmwmmm
= Rarrird iludents that Shey ihauld lotk fof @ describing word that there ore, ond how something looks. feels, or sounds. Depending on what

PHONICS AND WORD WORK RESOURCE SET [l === [ll==

adeciive you use. you may need to modify the noun it s describing,
wm!s o give 0 thwmibs up when iney hear o see on
adect

m.ammm andl tha nouns Ihey O SEECTEng om The guy ala pirza at the restaurant. He ware pants, a shirl, and o hat,

Improve word recognition, and spelling by el oy T T —
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anchoring your word study instruction to the = %m‘*’w"’“ww |

books you use for whole group and small -l L e

Interactive Exploration e >ighepa
Hu Ao B = How something feels

group instruction. The word study resources e —

in this bundle include: ooTER  INDEPENDENT
« Lesson Plan

LESSON PLAN PRACTICE
e INdependent practice page

Word Cards Word Detective: Aq;:li;;? Leading Nouns
« Guided practice page —————

Direcfions:
B o wiond cetectivel

Ning lacks

squirrel houses

« Word detective activity . Remenitenntaaan s |

birds man

Word Back Title Page Sentence

candles bicycles

squirrel

houses

birds

man

candles

bicycles

GUIDED
PRACTICE

WORD
DETECTIVE




What You'll Get in this Resource Set

Mome: 000 Name: Date:

Those Darn Squirrelst

CC55 Assessment Score: /8 Directions:
In thia story Those Dam Squirrels. Oid Maon Fookwire bulll o ticky birdfeader o keep
ks clons the squirels away, but those souines were pretty clever!
I whis! you know about Thase Dam Squbrelal b arnswer each of 1he Iokowing quéstions Fow I yiour Hrm 10 DEcoms an Mk,
1. Why did Oid Man Fookwire hang: up bird & n bl yord? Step 1: Drow o pictrs of o nevw squirel-prool bircloocer.

In addition to the comprehension,
vocabulary, and word work resources, this
bundle also includes the following:

e Assessment
Skills worksheet

e« Student resources in Spanish
« Standards alignment

For use with Adsen frubins
ThoSQ Darn
c[t.ur-r-vtalsl

@ Mo wonhed 1o leed the sopuimsh
@ Ha wa brying fo catch tha birds in coges fo keep fhem as pats
@ Ha wontad 10 losd th Dinds 12 Shry wouldnt fiy south 1ol winter
(B) 1 wantnd to decorte hs yord
2. What ks the ceriral mesiage or lessen of the slery?
@ Ay food the sauimels
() rover grow oia and grumpy
@ Sopirmeds ore wnorer Han peopls
@ Friandiihip con hoppen in suepding ways

3. Which word be! describes Old Man Fookwire of the beginning of the sharyT

ASSESSMENT

Identifica el propésito del autor
con Those Dam Squirels! (jEsas malditas ardillas!)

Slep X Label the parts of your birch with g words hves)
Slep 3: Writa o short parogroph éxploining how it worls and wiy I wil keep
the squimels out,

gm&pﬁawvaelmshcmumvdmmwnwmm
respoesic?
Palabras como "laseres, y her y deballes como los |Eseres,

frompas, cusrdas ¥ chmanas an los ilustraciones me ayudan con mi respuesta,

Péaginas 24 y 25
Segin e texto v ias Rustrociones, goudl hee of propdsito del outor al inclur estas
paginas en ko histoda?
El gutor incluyd estas paginas para mostrar que el anciano no siempre es gruian,
a veces Hene ofres sentimlentos como tristeza v seledad,

2Cdmo 1e ayuda respander asta preg ac wdher megor af anclonod
Esto me ayeda o entender que el ancieno Hene wn lado terno

2Cdmo te ayuda o complender mejor o ias andilas?
Ma ayuda & entender que las ardillas se prescupan por Mas qué solo la comida:

& preocupan por el anclano,
Paging 32:
La histeria termina con el onciano sormendo y diclendo: “Esas ordilitas fraviesas.™

2Por qué crees que el autor eigd terrinw al iero da esta monerad
El gutor terming asl “Haba esas ardillites

troviesas” pargu- ~we ve a los
—andiligs co —

= RESOURCES
IN SPANISH

SKILL
WORKSHEET

Common Coere State Standards Comelation
Thate Dam Sauiret! Letcn Parl. Reseurces. and Actiitin

Ths lerson Dhens. rescurc ol ond oc fivities Sor uie with Thore Bom Squirend comeiate with e
falorwing Englsh Languape Ati Comman Cose Sale Sandards for thied grode.

Fan and

Readn Literature

RL.3.3 - Deicribe charachers in a tory fog, fher oy, mofivations, o leslings| and expiain hiow

ok aefians conitnde 4 the wquenca ol avent.

RL3S - Redor fo parks of slores, dromas. ond poemd when wiiling or speaking obeut o fest, using

Barrng wuch o1 chaplor. 1cene. and ifonca: describe haw oach srccesive port bulds on eddior

sechions,

RLI.7 - Exploin how ip6CEE GI06CH of 6 hont's IANGISNE COntlna 16 whal b corviyed by

the words in a story {eg, creala mood. emphasize awpects of a choracter or setfing]

Mlu By tha 4imdd Of The yoi, 160G Gndl Sompreharnd Horstue, ﬂehﬁqi!ﬂmmmm
af the high and of e gradas 2-3 1ext

Reodng: Faundational Skity
BF.23 - Krgwr ond apgly grods-loved pharie Nwomummmwﬂ
RED A - Rood with iéficiant b suppor! Comps

Waiting
W38 = Recol mtormation om e mncmnrpmmmmanmhumpm ‘ond dgital 1w es;
Raite bried noted on souces and 1o evidence into provided coleganes.

!-poohmqlwmno
fanding in the lkght of fhe discussion.
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Take a Closer Look at the Comprehension

Strategy Resources
PART ONE:

® Student Friendly Book Summary

@ Questions to activate prior knowledge
for the text and to prepare students to
use the strategy

® Key vocabulary words in the text that
students should know for better
comprehension

For use with Adam Rubsin's

These Darn
Squirrels]

Synthesizing

Those Darn Squirrels!

By: Adam Rubin
Grade Level: 3 / Guided Reading Level: N

Get Ready
To Read

v Learn about the
book

v Get your brain
ready to read

v Understand the
meaning of
important words
found in the book

Summary

Those Darn Squimels! is about a grumpy old man named Old
Man Fookwire who loves to paint birds and watch them eat
from his birdfeeders. But when a bunch of clever squirels start
stealing all the birdseed, he gets very angry and builds tricky
contraptions to stop them. The squirrels don't give up—they
come up with smart plans to get the food anyway! Just when it
seems like they'll always be enemies, something surprising
happens that changes everything.

Link to What You Know

* Have you ever changed your mind about how you felt about
something or someone? Tell about it.
+ Tell what makes someone a good friend.

Important Words to Know and Understand
Cleverest - Very smart and quick at figuring things out
Devise = To think of or make a plan



Take a Closer Look at the Comprehension

Strategy Resources

PART TWO:

Student Friendly Explanation
of the Comprehension Strategy

This portion of the lesson plan can be
copied and pasted into student reader’s
notebooks or enlarged and used

on an anchor chart or bulletin board.

TIP: Pair the BookPagez Comprehension
Strategy Posters with these lessons!

Far use with Adar Rubsin's.

These Dat‘n
Squirrels]

Learn About

Comprehension

Strategies

v Think about the text

v

you read

Know what to do
when you get
confused

- . . . . e e e s

'

%
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Why Readers Synthesize While Reading

Readers synthesize in order to deeply understand what they
read. Asreaders learn new information about characters,
topics, and events, their understanding of the text gets deeper.
This happens because new information gets added to what they

already know.

When you read fiction (stories that are not real), the author
usually tells you a little bit about the characters, the setting, and
the problem at the beginning of the bock. As you read further,
the author gives you more information. If you pay attention to
what the author writes, you'll notice that your thoughts about a
character or a problem will change over time.

On the other hand, when you read nonfiction (books about real
people, places, things, or events), the author gives you specific
information about a topic, You can add the new information to
what you already know about a topic to become more of an
expert on a specific topic.


https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Strategy-Posters-Anchor-Charts-795946?st=a70e1f0ff5dc2eeed457591cdc95a3ce
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Strategy-Posters-Anchor-Charts-795946?st=a70e1f0ff5dc2eeed457591cdc95a3ce
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Strategy-Posters-Anchor-Charts-795946?st=a70e1f0ff5dc2eeed457591cdc95a3ce

Take a Closer Look at the Comprehension
Strategy Resources

PART THREE: e v Ackan But

SYﬂfhEEIZIHQ Grade Level: 3 / Guided Reading Level: N

Text- dependent questions to
help students use the strategy to
improve comprehension.

Time to Read

~ Stop on the following pages. Think about the questions for each
- page. Then talk with a reading partner or write your thoughts
down in your notebook.

Pages 5 to 7 - What do you know about Old Man Fookwire so
far? Would you like to be friends with him? Why or why not¥?

Pages 30 and 31 - The squimrels are dressed as birds. Why does
this help change Old Man Fookwire's mood? What lesson can
you learn from these pages of the story?

I
|
|
: Synthesize |
These questlons fOCUS on the StrOtegy’ Jh“ﬂ Reuding I Pages 14 and 15 - What does the old man do differently to help
. . I keep the squirels away? Does it work? How does answering
req uire stu dents to use evi d ence fro m ¥ Look for places | this question help you to better understand the relationship
: : where your opinion | between Foockwire and the squirrels?
the text, and help them to qualify their gl b | ‘ .,
th k '.l f h h t l kll changes I Pages 20 and 21 - 5o far, the squirrels have been called "fuzzy
INKING - AWl OT WNICh are essentiat SKIUs v Nofice when you I little geniuses,” "determined,” and the "cleverest of all woodland
. | melhi I creatures.” How do these pages help show that those things are
for more su CCQSSfUl reOd | n9- :::;:uuiu L I true? What details in the text and illustration help you with your
setting, a problem, : answers
o or a topic | Pages 26 - The squirrels hold a meeting in the tree. How does
Look for new words your opinion of the squirrels begin to change on this page? How
that change your does answering this question help you to better understand
”“d:r:;u"dhﬂ of I more aboul the squirrels?
the te |
|
|
|




Take a Closer Look at the Comprehension

Strategy Resources

PART FOUR:

Think, Talk, and Reflect prompts
to help students notice the

work they did as readers and
monitor their own comprehension.

TIP: Use the included Reader's Notebook
prompt to help students write about their
reading and extend their use of the
strategy.

Far use with Adar Rubsin's.

These Dat‘n
Squirrels]

Notice the Work
You Did While

Reading

v

v
¥
v

Think
Talk
Refiect
Write

Time to Reflect

Think - How did your thinking change while you read Those Darn
Squirrels!? What information helped you to gain a better
understanding of the characters or the problem in the book?

Talk - Tell your reading partner about a place where your
thinking changed. Explain why your thinking changed.

Reflect - Think about the synthesizing work you did while reading
Those Darn Squimels! How does paying attention to the way
your thinking changes across a tex! help you to be a better
reader? Which reading comprehension strategies were most
helpful to you as you read today?

Write - Glue your Strategy Slip into your Reader's Notebook.
Write about the work you did while reading Those Darn Squirrels!
(Remember to include examples from the bookl)



The Comprehension Strategy Resource Set

also Include

STUDENT PRACTICE PAGES & ANSWER KEYS
STRATEGY GRAPHIC ORGANILZERS
READER'S NOTEROOK PROMPTS
STANDARDS ALIGNMENT

Learn More
about the

Resources
Here!

Forse with Adarm Rutis
Th ese Dﬂt‘n
C[uirrelsl

[
Adam Raubin

Thwtoied by

Daiel Satmiert

Answer Key for Synthesizing
with Those Dam Squirrels!

PagesSta 7.

What do you know aboul Old Mon Fookwire so for?
1 know he s an old, man who lives far awey from other and the
anly thing he likes birds,

Waould you ke to be frends with him® Wy or why net?
Angwars may vary. Sample answers include: T would not want to ba his friend
because he hates puppies, which I love, ond he seezes dust out of his nose and
mguth, which i gross.

Poges 14 ond 15:
Wha does the oki man do differontly 10 help keep the squimes oway? Does
it work®
Ha hangs the bird feedars up very high, but it doas not work becsuse the
sguirrels climb on o free and reach theen.

How doas answeding this question help you fo better undenstand tho rolationship
betwoen Fooiwire and the squimet?

This shows that the squirrels really bother the old man. and that the squirrels
cannct be stopped from trying fo get his bird food.

Poges 20 o 21:
So far, the squimels have baen coled fuzzy itte genwses,” "determined.” and the
“cleverest of ol woodiand creatures” How do thase pages help show that thase
things one tued
These pages show the squirrels working fegether fo drew up a plon to get
the old man's which shaws are smart and determined.

= ding Taxt

The stery began with an old lenely man whe enly likes birds

and ended with an old man whao is ffends with squirels. Use
ing to tell what happened in the story. Use words

like first, next, then, and last to sequence your summary.

These Dam Squinels!: Understanding Tex! Shuchure

The story began with an old lonely man who enly likes birds

and m\dldwﬂhunuldmmhhhndiwﬂhlqm Use
to tell what h d In the story. Use words

fike first, nexd, then, and last fo sequence your summeary.

Those Dam Squintels!: Understanding Text Sfructure

The stery began with an old lonely man whe only likes birds
and ended with an old man whao Is friends with squirels. Use
sequencing to tell what happened In the story. Use words
like first, next, then, and last fo sequence your summarny.

‘lhm Dam Smhthl' Understanding Text Structure

mcmmnmunoummmmmoomﬂtuﬁm

and ended with an old man whe Is friends with squimels. Use
ing to fell whot b d in the stery. Use words

fike first, mi.ﬂ'm\ and Iulltonquoncc Your summary.

Roadei's Matobook: Comprehandon Shategy o | CheckPagescom

Identifying the Author's Purpose
Titie:

Whao is the author of your book?

| What was the author’s purpose for writing this
| book? How do you know?

[l ToPersuade [ ToInform ] To Entertain

‘ I know because...

3 ;W‘hcf do you think the author wanted you fo think
about while reading this book?

Draw a picture of the most important thing the
author made you think about while reading.

Direclions:

1. Amswer aoch of the questions.

2. Coredully cut on the dofted ine,

3. Gue, tope, or stapie info your reader’'s nofebook,

Comprahoraion Srategy Graphic Organizer | CtookPoger.com

Common Core Stale Standards Comrelation
Thasa Dom Sauires] Letcn Piani. Reicurces. and Activitins

Tha losion plons. roscurces, Gnd ooivilie fof uie wih Thase Dom Squrmet comsiole wih (e
fotowing Englah Longuage Arti Commen Core Slale Standards for third grode.

$yniheslzing Leson Fian and Resowcen

Feoding: Lieriure

WL - Ask ond arawer gumBon: o demoraiaie undenianding of & fext, ielering explciiy fo
e texd 0s 0 bass for the arswer

HL3.2 - Recount tiorns, inchuding Tabier. fokiales, ond rryhs hom drene cuflums: detenming
e central mesage. kewson, o moral and expioin how it is conveyed hrough key detals in the
poud.

AL - Describe charachers in a story (og. Iner ot mativations, o feoings] and expian naw
MioF SEtion Contiula 16 e Bauencs of event

BL3.4 - Detenmine ihe meaning of words ond phvoies i they ara wied in o tex!, dstingushing
[P —

RL3.S - Refor 1o partial sfories, deomas, and poemi when wiiting or ipeaking about o fext, usng
Sorend fUCh G EhaDISN. 1SRG, SR INSAEA! BEMCTto haw BSCh tbitha BO tullds o ooiier
soctions.

BL3.4 - Dafinguith thak own poinl ol view from Mal of he roralces o Ihate of e characten.
BT - Bxpiain how speciic oipect: of o tasl's Busiations controvie 1o what b comveyed by
o wotth in @ rlafy (g, creale mood, amphaize aipech of o shirocher of wfng),

BL310 - By the end of the yaar, 1ead and comprehand Barahure, ncluding stofes ond poetry,
af the high er of ine grodes 2-3 fext complexity band independenty and profciently.

Rooding: Foundational Siis

RE.1.3 - Knove ondl opply grove bevel phonics ond word anakis siils in decodng woids
RE.34 - Feod wilh seficient aecurocy and Ruency 1o wpper comprahardion

i

W38 - Recol i o gother from print ond digital sources;
15k BAat Aotel ah Mel w 1008 avidonce into prvided cntagarios,

$poaiing & Lstening

SLYIE - Ak el Ofgwed Guaition 16 Shock LAdeRIending ol IMomMaton prelanled. sy an
. and knk their commants a the remani of oten.

$L3.14 - Expiasi 1% Swrs e G uRONISAENG W Iha SN of InG dacimion

$5L3.2 - Detemine he mon idea and supporing detols of a taxt 10ad aloud of iormation

PSS A Svaris e and DM, ACLERG viuily, Guaniilatively. ond aialy

5133 - Ask and arswer guaitions aboul nfermaticn iom g 1peaker. olfering approprate

slaboration and detol

Longuage

L34 Acasie and ue . poronol _and
omainapeciic woet ond YIS, nchisng Moss 1hat Tgnal okl and fempordt
rekiSanthiol (5. Alter dinaer Ihal figh! we went kaking for them).

Theid Dens Sauatahl CCIS Algaman! | CloskPopei.com



https://bookpagez.com/teacher-guide/comprehension-strategy-lesson-plans/
https://bookpagez.com/teacher-guide/comprehension-strategy-lesson-plans/
https://bookpagez.com/teacher-guide/comprehension-strategy-lesson-plans/
https://bookpagez.com/teacher-guide/comprehension-strategy-lesson-plans/

Take a Closer Look at the Vocabulary
Connections Resource Set

Those Darn Squirrels!

Vocabulary Connections Grade Level: 3 / cukted ‘éeﬁgfﬂfﬁ'ﬂ
WOR D LIgT Important Words to Know and Understand in Those Darn Squirrels!
. . . . %gg‘ﬁ:ﬁi hold things fightly together
The words included on this list are Tier 2 and 3 Chiveset
. . Very smart and quick at figuring things out
vocabulary words. Tier 2 words are high frequency .
. Not giving up, even when something is hard
vocabulary words that are necessary for reading -
comprehension. The chances of Tier 2 words showing up 1o fhnketarmate apian
Forfress
N Othel" text IS hlgh. A strong building that protects people inside
\sf':ydet:g‘h:g amazing, or impressive to see
Tier 3 words are lower frequency words that are specific AT ety of somefhing fhat's sved o e oler
to the text. These words have been selected based on e T RS R e
their level of importance in the text. The chances of Tier i = S,
3 words showing up in other text is low. Veritable » |
Really or truly (used to show something is exactly what it seems
m Resources.
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SORTING CARDS watch the YRR

definition!

the picture! N
There are 2 sets of sorting cards. The first set includes | clompe | Slevered peteminedt g
the vocabulary word and a picture of the word. This set b TR e | ;
of cards is particularly helpful for English Language : : : oy | R e
Learners, but can be used with any student to scaffold | 5 ‘ § Preeesaay
prior knowledge and connect new words to visual i - Formess | spectacular’ :
memory. = : .
The second set of cards includes the vocabulary words i

and a kid-friendly definition of each word. These cards
are helpful when reviewing vocabulary words.
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Take a Closer Look at the Vocabulary

Connections Resource Set
INTERACTIVE VOCABULARY NOTEROOK CARDS

The interactive notebook cards provide students with a tool to
process new vocabulary words. These cards engage multiple
parts of the brain and help students to personalize their
learning.

Depending on your goals, you can use the page by page guide
in a couple of different ways. Here are some suggestions:

« Connect the new word to a word they already know

« Classify the word as a noun, verb, adverb, or adjective

» Review the definition of the new word

o |llustrate the new word

« Anchor the new word to a specific text

Those Darn Squirrels!

By: Adam Rubin
VOCObUIOI'Y COI‘\I’IECHOHS Grade Level: 3 / Guided Reading Level: N
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Take a Closer Look at the Vocabulary

MName:

Connections Resource Set
wWORD GAMES AND A VOCARULARY POOKMARK S ——

Each package contains a different set of word games R e Do sairets '
ocabulary Connecrions Grade Lav ai: 3 / Guided Reading Lavel: N
including crossword puzzles, word searches, graphing, e —— =
i7i i VB B
categorizing, matching, and more. These games are e i E% o rmmme | | oy
intended to help students practice working with the new % 47 | e |

vocabulary words in a more traditional format.

N i Word Games » 0
(<7 with Words from Those Darn Squirrels! -;:s;;%; B

Squimel Match
Directions: Match the vocabulary word to how the squimels might use it. Write the ur Life
ha
d
of

matching letter (A-J) on the blank next o each vocabulory word,

The bookmark provides students with the opportunity to

1. Clamps A. They save many acoms for winter,

: A new word that | leamed in this book is:
e
1178l .

identify a word from the book that they would like to s oo e s
remember. In this way, students are able to keep track of S fotes e e
4. Spectaculgr — F. They think of new plans.
words that are new to them. I s oot
Inferactive Vocabuiary Nalebook Personaized Vocatn ”I-"- Vr:;z:e : ::::2;::::: :;I:::;Z:T'

Direcfions: Circle the comacth word thot fits best in eoch sentence.

The squirels made a (stockpile / strategy) of nuis.

The fireworks were [veritable / spectacular).

Mr. Fookwire built a ([fortress / frapeze) to stop the squirels.

For use with Adam Hubsin's

These Dal“n
Squirrels]

o o S

The man used [clamps / cleverest) to hold the wood.

Rosa was [determined / devise] to finish her puzzle.

INorme: CRookPager.com




The Vocabulary Connections Resource Set

also Include:
ANSWER KEYS

CONTEXT CLUE ACTIVITY
STANDARDS ALIGNMENT

Fortse with Adsrn frubins
ThoSQ Darn
Squirrels!

: 4;“.{

(o
Adam Rubin
Lilaterted by

Word Games Answer Key sans
with Words from Those Darn Squirrels! mw%?

Squirrel Match

Directions: Match the vocabulary word 1o how the squirels might use it. Write the
matching letier [A-J) on the blonk next to each vocabulary weord.

A, They save man
B. They never give

F. They think of
G. Their firewol
H. Their fort keq

about the
Resources
Here!
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Take a Closer Look at the Phonics

Work Resource Set
STEP-RY-STEP LESSON PLAN

Every phonics and word work lesson plan was designed
to support a variety of instructional approaches. The
resource sets are flexible enough to be used for whole-
group, small-group, or one-on-one instruction.

PART 1. Introducing the instructional focus

PART 2: Connecting the instructional focus to the text
PART 3: Guided practice

PART 4. Independent practice

PART S: Reflection

PART 6: Extension activity (optional)

Word Work

& Word

Those Darn Squirrels!

By: Adam Rubin

Grade Level: 3 / Guided Reading Level: N

Instructional Focus:

Adjectives Leading Nouns

Background:

If a word comes right before a noun and tells what kind, which one, or how many,
it's acting as an adjective. Some adjectives are describing words (like fuzzy or
beautiful), and some are nouns used like adjectives (like bird in bird feeder or box

in box kite]. Writers also sometimes use made-up words as adjectives to add fun

or voice.

Examples:
Littte kids Window seat Excellent dessert Soft fur
Many times Seventeen dollars Best idea Chicken soup
Flower garden Pet store Massive storm Extra paper
Materials and Preparation:
* A copy of Those Darn Squirrels! by Adam Rubin
*  Chart paper

+  Markers

* Adjective Pyramid pages (é per pair of students)
*  Word cards (1 pre-cut set per pair of studenis)

= Adjectives Leading Nouns practice page (1 per student)

*  Optional: Word Detective extension worksheet (1 per student)
= Optional: Spot the Adjectives activity to extend engagement

Word Work at a Glance | ©BookPagez.com



Take a Closer Look at the Phonics & Word

Work Resource Set
GUIDED PRACTICE

Students will have an opportunity to manipulate words,
explore how they work, and discover connections
between them.

« Students actively examine words using a hands-on
approach

« Students’ specific knowledge of an alphabetic,
pattern, or meaning system deepens as a result of
interacting with words and with other students

« Students are able to communicate what they know
and what they are wondering about the word study
to deepen understanding

Word Cards
L
| squirrel houses
birds | man
candles bicycles
squirrel houses
birds | man
candles bicycles
squirrel houses
birds man
candles bicycles

Guided Word Work Practice | ©BookPagez.com



Take a Closer Look at the Phonics & Word

Work Resource Set
INDEPENDENT PRACTICE

Students have the opportunity to show what they've
learned about words.

Through presenting students with an independent
activity designed to extend their work with specific words,
you allow the student to engage with words at their own
pace. This is a perfect time for you to assess student
understanding and confer with any students who may be
struggling.

Far use with Adar Rubsin's.

These Dat‘n
Squirrels]

Name: Adjectives Leading Nouns

Directions: Read the short story below and circle all 8 nouns. Then, add adjectives
before each noun on the lines below that make the story more exciting,
interesting, and even silly.

Remember that adjectives can tell size, color, kind/type, shape, age, how many
there are, and how something looks, feels, or sounds. Depending on what
adjective you use, you may need to modify the noun it is describing.

The guy ate pizza at the restaurant. He wore pants, a shirt, and a hat.
A bear walked in and he didn't notice. The chef screamed and ran
away.

Directions: Add a noun next to each adjective in the left-hand column. Then,
draw a line to match each adjective/noun pair to their meaning in the right-
hand column.

Ginormous

» Shape
Cute X

* How something feels
Pokey

« Color
Seven-year-old

* How something looks

Quiet + How many there are
One hundred and eight » Size

Triangular * Age

PUI’p|e . thf kind

Rain *« How something sounds

Independent Word Work Praclice | ©@BookPagez.col



The Phonics & Word Work Resource Set
also Include:

ANSWER KEYS
WORD DETECTIVE ACTIVITY
STANDARDS ALIGNMENT

Answer Key Adjectives Leading Nouns

Directions: Read the short story below and undering all 8 nouns, Then, add
adjectives before each noun on the ines below that make the story more
exciting, inferesting, and even sy,

Remember that adjectives can tell size, color, kind/type, shape. age, how many
there are, and how something looks, feels, or sounds. Depending on what
adjiactive you use, you may need to modfy the noun it is describing.
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Assessments and Activities include:

COMMON CORE COMPREHENSTON ASSESSMENT

SKILL PRACTICE PAGES
ANSWER KEYS

The assessments include a Running Record to
help you assesses oral reading fluency and a

standards-aligned comprehension assessment.

Nome: Date:
Directions:
In the story Those Darn Squirrels. Oid Man Fookwire built a tricky birdfeeder to keep
the squinels away. but those squirels were pretty cleverl
Now it's your turn fo become an inventor,
Step 1: Draw a picture of o new squirel-prool birdieeder.

Step 2: Label the paorts of your brdieeder with describing words (adjectives).

Step 3: Write a shorf paragroph explaining how it works and why it will keep
the squirels oul.

so what you know about Those Darn Squirrels! 1o onswer aoch of the folowing questions,
1. Why did Old Man Fookwire hang up bird feeders in his yard?
@ He wanted fo leed the squimels
@ He was trying fo colch the birds in cages to keep them as pels
@ Ha wanted to leed the binds $0 they wouldn™ fiy south for winter
@ He wanted 1o decorate his yard
2. What is the central message or lesson of the story?
@ Aways feed the sauirels
@ Naver grow old and grompy
@ Squireds ane smarler than peophe
@ Friendirep can NOpRen in sUrpsing ways

3, Which word best describes Old Man Fookwire of the beginning of the shory?

<=

Extangion Activily | ©8ockPagez.com

4, What does the phrase "Those dorn squirrels”™ tell us about Old Mon Fookwire's leelings?
@ He i angry or annoyed

e thinks the squirels are cule

OL
@ He wants 1o be friends
OL

& s scared of them

CC5S Assassment 37 Grade Reading Stendards for Literature | BookPagez.co

The skills practice pages vary from text to text. They
cover skills like comparing and contrasting, writing,
sequencing, matching, cause and effect, and more.
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LET'S CONNECT!

BookPagez is here to help you make the most of
the books in your school and classroom
libraries.

 With thousands of done-for-you lesson plans
HI! and activities, you can strengthen your students’
b comprehension skills, enhance vocabulary, and
foster a deep understanding of how words work
- all while reading the very best books!

Get Free Samples Here

Get |Ideas and Booklists Here
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