COMPREHENSION STRATEGY
LESSON PLANS AND PRACTICE PAGES

The following preview shows all of the comprehension strategy
resources for Those Darn Squirrels! by Adam Rubin

Author’s Purpose Lesson Plan

Guided Reading Level

Those Darn Squirrels!
By: Adam Rubin
Grade Level: 3 / Guided Reading Level: N

Those Darn Squimels! is about a grumpy old man named Old
Man Fookwire who loves to paint birds and watch them eat
p from his birdfeeders. But when a bunch of clever squirrels start
stealing all the birdseed, he gets very angry and builds fricky [}
Conaptions 10 fop them. The s Gort give Up-—ihey A U 'I' h or's P urpose Le sson P | an
Get Ready come up with smart plans to get the food anyway! Just when it

seems like they'l always be enemies, something surprising

To Read happens that changes everything. ACTIVO Te Prior
Tell about a time when you felt lonely. How diid it make you K n OWl e d g e Those Darn Squirrels!
feel?
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Have you ever invented a game or built something ¢; . >
about it. Grade Level: 3 / Guided Reading Level: N

Key
Vocabulary

Clamps - Tools that hold things fightly together Stop on the following pages. Think about the questions for each
page. Then tak with a reading partner or write your thoughts

Determined - Not giving up, even when something is hard down in your notebook.

Page 7 - The author uses made-up names for the birds. Why do
you think the author chose to use pretend bird names? What

Identify the does this tell you about the type of story you are reading?
P O g e by P O g e Avuthor's Purpose Pages 11 to 13- The squirrels are "fuzzy litfle geniuses.” What
While Reading important information does the author share about the squirels

. . on these pages? How does answering this question help you to
\ Readers idenfiy the author's purpose fo understand why an G Ui d e an d botfor understand why 1 old man and he brds diske fhe
author wrote the book. Authors write books because they want

2 squinels?
, inform, or entertain thei X )
fo persuade, inform, or entertain their reader. . Pages 18 and 19 - Old Man Fookwire built a “veritable forfress
Learn About When you read fiction (stories that are not real), the author S Tro Te gy Q U es‘l‘ | O n S around his birdfeeders." Based on the text and illustrations, what
i i do you think the author means by the word “veritable"? What
Comprehension usually includes a message or lesson that they want their readers Vd e erais oo the ot Y 3 Sosirator incdude 1o hel
. to think about. When the author does this, they are trying to Words and detals does ihe auihor and Busirator include 1o help
EX |O na 1- ion Strategies persuade you 0u with your answer?
s 24 and 25 - Based on fhe fext and ilustrafions, what was
On the other hand, when you read nonfiction (books about real e author's purpose for including these pages in the story? How
Of S ‘I'r'O Te people, places, things, or events), the author answers questions does answering this question help you fo betfer understand the
about a specific fopic. When the author does this, they are old man? How does it help you fo befter understand the
frying fo inform you. squinels?

Page 25 - The story ends with the old man smiling and saying,
“Those dam squirrels.” Why do you think the author chose to end
the book this way? Is the author frying to share a message with

thor may fry to entertain you by being funny. mysterious,
‘or serious. Authors of both fiction and nonfiction can write to

entertain you the reader? Expiain your thinking.
Ghooktagez.com Turn, Talk,
Think - Adam Rubin is the author of Those Darn Squirtels! What
an eflecC \ was his purpose for wiing this book? Did she wiite the book fo
persuade, inform. or entertain you? How do you know?
- Tell your reading partner what this book made you think
hat message did the author share with you?
" er to ask your partner to share their thoughts about the
Those Dam Squirels! You Did While ok 100.
iom Rubin
Synthesizing Grode Levet: 3/ Guidad feadig Laves N Reading Reflect - Think about what you leamed while reading Those Darn
Squirels!. Think about the things you and your reading partner
Summary discussed. How does identifying the author's purpose help you
1/ Ihose Dor be a better reader?
e Wiite - Glue your Strategy Slip into your reader's notebook.
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WRITING ABOUT READING WITH OPTIONAL CCSS ALIGNMENT

Those Darn Sq : U ding Text Struct

Strategy and Text Based
The story began with an old lonely man who only likes birds y
and ended with an old man who is friends with squirrels. Use Re(]d ers Respo nse Prom pT

sequencing to tell what happened in the story. Use words
like first, next, then, and last to sequence your summary.

D | can write and talk about fiction using the words for the different C O m m O n C O re S TO Te S TO n d O rd

parts (e.g., chapter, scene, stanza). CCSS:RL3S

The story began with an old lonely man who only likes birds
1 | CO N 1Al and ended with an old man who is friends with squirrels. Use
sequencing to tell what happened in the story. Use words shose Do Squale. focersidndng) e
S ‘I'G ‘I’e m e n‘l’ like first, next, then, and last to sequence your summary. The story began with an old lonely man who only likes birds
and ended with an old man who is friends with squirrels. Use

I:l | can write and talk about fiction using the words for the different

sequencing to tell what happened in the story. Use words
parts (e.g., chapter, scene, stanza). CCSS:RL3S like first, next, then, and last to sequence your summary.
Those Darn Text
Those Darn Sq : Understanding Text Struct -

The story began with an old lonely man who only likes birds
""""""""""""""""""""""""" and ended with an old man who is friends with squirrels. Use
The story began with an old lonely man who only likes birds sequencing to tell what happened in the story. Use words
and ended with an old man who is friends with squirrels. Use like first, next, then, and last to sequence your summary.
sequencing to tell what happened in the story. Use words
like first, next, then, and last to sequence your summary.

" : . " Those Darn
D | can write and talk about fiction using the words for the different | | | L.

parts (e.g.. chapter, scene, stanza). il The story began with an old lonely man who only likes birds
and ended with an old man who is friends with squirrels. Use
sequencing to tell what happened in the story. Use words
like first, next, then, and last to sequence your summary.

Reader's Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips (CCSS) | ©BookPagez.com

Common Core Free Those Darn Sq Text

. The story began with an old lonely man who only likes birds
O pTl O n and ended with an old man who is friends with squirrels. Use

equencing to tell what happened in the story. Use words
e first, next, then, and last to sequence your summary.

Reader's Notebook: Compr. ion Strategy Slips | gez.com
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I':z!mying the Author's Purpose. %ﬂ'hnlﬂna Understanding Text Structure.
g Title:

Who s the author of your book?

Attt My new inking | vsed fo fink. Tt Voo HowBaT
hinking.. S Swuchwe | Shucrewas | Shuchre Heiped
What was the author's purpose for wiling this Loed L
book? How do you know? Page:
[ Topersvade [ Tolnform [ To Entertain Because. Becatse... | Butnowl tink.
Iknow because... Poge:
Bocause...
Poge:
What do you fhink the author wanfed you fo hink yom— P o
about while reading his book? Ty new hining | B ond.. | amar
Page:
‘raw a picture of he most important hing fhe Secanne. pecause. ! conclude. Page:
‘author made you fhink about while reading.
Bocause.
ot teaany
Descrptan sequence o cna et

Diections: Diectons

1. Answer s0ch of ne cuesirs. 1 Answer sach of the questins.
2 Caroluly cufon the dolfed i 2 Careluly cul on the dtted e
3 Gise e, o Aapie nfo yous reader s noteoook.

1. Answer eoch of he quesiios.
3 Gue. fape, orsople nfo your Reader's Nofebook.

2 Carotuty cufon tho dtfed i
3. G, aps, o Stopie nfo your Reader's Notebook.

Comerararion Sratoay raph Grparie  Gioakrageron

Comeramarion Sratoay raph G  Gvoakr e on

Author’s Purpose Making Inferences Synthesizing




