WORD WORK LESSON PLAN AND ACTIVITIES

Instructional
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the Words in Word Work

The Mysteries of Harris Burdick
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‘I' h B k Instructional Focus: The Mysteries of Harris Burdick
€ boo By: Chis Van Alsburg
Synonyms Word Work Grade Level: 4/ Guided Reading Level: S
Background:
In The Mysteries of Harris Burdick, the au{ ~ St€P 1 Introduce Synonyms
caption on each page—so every word Introduce the + Explain fo students that synonyms are words that have similar
words help create mystery, suggest plot|  Focus of meanings. Good readers expand their vocabulary as they leam

new synonyms. A dictionary or a thesaurus is @ good resource for S -I- b S 1— L P |
To support vocabuiary development an{  Word Work Tincing, symomyrrs, Synonyme oso enhanco our willng oolios €ep By dSTEP LEessoN rlan

explore synonyms for key words in the ¢ 8egin an anchor T-chart. On the left, wiite the word happy. Ask

context when choosing synonyms. For students to volunteer synonyms for happy. Record reasonable
el evengbnY me‘ﬂ,. shie vl Sarmple/Anchor Char answers on the fight-hand side of the T-Chart.
gre 'ghter, SYNONYMS + Continue adding o the anchor chart using the following words O
Encourage students to use clues from th the left side: book, hello, closed, freezing, above, and false.
determine the best-fitting synonym. happy | 9% for Record student responses on the right of the T-chart as each word
is added.
Examples: book | stor. novel.text + Note fo students that we can find synonyms for all kinds of parts of
) helo | i hey. greetings speech.
. « Then, ask students fo come up with their own set of synonyms.
book—story hello—hi hq | clsed |t focked Add any reasonable pairs to the anchor chart.
T reedng | icy. chiy. cod
closed—shut freezing—icy  |Idf i e
above | on fop. over
above—on fop |dog—hound | pf pPra—
fakse incomect
Materials and Preparation:
+  Acopy of The Mysteries of Harr] ~ Step 2: Synonyms in the Text
+ Chart paper or whiteboard Connect Word + Tell students that there are many words in The Mysteries of Harris
« Students' independent reading Work fo Reading Burdick that we can use to practice finding synonyms. Explain

Synonym sorfing mas (1 set per that this exercise will help us think more deeply about the few
Syronym cords (1 set per ok o ‘words that Burdick left for us.

Ynom) Pespd Display the words from the book isted below. Give each student
Synonyms Word Work Practice a piece of paper or a whiteboard fo record any ideas for
Optional: Word Detective Exter] synonyms as you read.

Optional: Synonym Hunt for Exte Ask students to start thinking of possible synonyms for each word,
but remind them that the context of the words is important for
understanding their meaning. Encourage them to use the fifle,
the other words in the caption, and the illustration for clues to
come up with good synonyms

Remind students fo be polite and not inferrupt while you read.

+ Read The Mysteries of Harris Burdick.
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The Mysteries of Harris Burdick Synonym Cards
By: Chris Van Allsburg )
Word Work Grade Level: 4 / Guided Reading Level: 3 :!::Ii:u Cut the synonym cards apart. Mvivecr:memro each of the boldface
op2: List of words in the book that .
N ushe mean
Connect Word + wonder, finy (pg. 1) + wamed, book (pg. 15) . . P
Work o Reoding | © 522 L o e b 1 match the instructional focus
lork to Reading « strange, skipping (pg. 5) + began, open (pg. 19)

(continued) « mighty, pulled (pg. 7) + grew, brighter (pg. 21)

+ place, answer (pg. 9] + swung, lanfem (pg. 23] Narmes ynonym Sorting Mat

: prinviled, pounding {pg 1)+ soffly, goodbye (pg:

« harp, frue (pg. 13) + house, perfect (pg. 27) q  Directions:

,,,,,,, below. Once you've matched all the cards, glue them: nexﬂo'he matching
senfence. There is one synonym per senfence.
Step 3: Interactive Exploration
Guided Word - Dividestudentsintopais. | e She shavedim o the ground {gve matchng syporym carghor)
Work Practice + Provide each pair with a sef of synonym cards (cut in advance)
and a set of synonym sorting mats. W . i

+ Showstudents how fo ploce eachsynonym card next fothe | e g cute e puphe [P ————

- p— senfence that best matches the boldface word. Their goal, as a polce man exclamed.
o palr,is fo comectly match all 20 synonym cards with the 20
- senfences. full of wonder. he waiched the oo matching synonym cordhore]

= + Explain that once they've matched all the synonym curds they fireworks explode. ok 19 synonyr
- should glue them next o the correct sentence. Remi

students that there is one synonym per sentence. . LR We couldn't take one more

Tell students this activity works best if they read each sentence In'l'ero C‘I’l\/e AC‘I"V"I’y ””” minute of the tn

aloud and work together to decide on the match.

Set a timer for 15-20 minutes. [or dinner again?" he
Circulate around the room fo observe, checkin, andoffer | s . {ahe matching synonym card here)
support as needed.

At the end of the activity, veview and discuss the cormect
answers with the whole grouj

= Early Finisher Challenge: If a palr finishes early, ask them fo
choose one senfence o lusirate. Then, have them come up Jewels poured out of his
with two additional synonyms for two different words in their backpack as he ripped over the (900 matering orym crdnee)
chosen sentence. At the top of their illustration, they can ledge.
create a fitle, and at the bottom, they can write their new

sentence as the caption.

sic filed the air as the
frumpet played. e malching synonym cord here)

He asked, “Will we ever arrive at
the lake?" {9 matching synorym cord here)
Step 4: Practice Page = =
+ Give each student a copy of the Synonyms Before he could close the gate, ;
Independent prachce page. Py ynony! 12 pigs came dashing out. (9ue matching synonym cord here]
Word Work « Read the directions with the class.
Practice « Tell the students to complete the practice page. -
+ Monitor students whie they work. Guided Word Work Practice | GBookPager.com
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Answer Key Synonyms
Directions: Write a fitle and caption for the illustration below that matches the style
of Hartis Burdick. Then, circle 3 words in your fifle and caption, and wite synonyms
for those words on the lings bels
Name: Synonym Hunt Word Detective: Synonyms
Extension Activity Nome: Synonyms
Directions: You are a word detective! Hunt for words in your book,
‘write them down, and come up with synonyms. Then, for a Dir . :
irections: Directions: Write a file and caption for the illustration below that matches the style
challenge. close your baok and ik of enfonyms for fhe words on Bo o word defectivel of Hartis Burdick. Then, circle 3 words in your fifle and caption, and wite synonyms
Be on the lookout for synonyms while you read. Write the word that
Word Synonyms Antonyms You find along with the fifle of the book where you found the word, the
page, and the sentence with the word or phrase. \
Word BookTitle Page Sentence
1.__boy —child
Directions: Look at fhy
word. Then write anof
1.Good  (@eat]
2.Hot on 1. 2 3.
3.Wekd  KGRzoTg nlre-mom lodkcibe list of words below. Circle fhe synonyms for each bold face
synonym for the word in the blank column.
4.ship  (Tned
1.Good | great fine bad unsure.
5. Angry red
e ke 2.Hot on roasting | spicy boiling
7.8ig @ 3. Weird bizare unusual odd terifying
4. ship liner vessel sunken map
5.Angry | red upset fuious | happy
6. Jumped | bounced | places leaped | them
7.Big huge enormous | giant massive
Extension Activity | ©BeokPagez.com Name:. Word Work Exte fivity |
Independent Word Work Practice | C8ockPagez.com

Optional Activity to Word Detective '
Extend Engagement Independent Practice Pages



