COMPREHENSION STRATEGY
LESSON PLANS AND PRACTICE PAGES

The following preview shows all of the comprehension strategy resources
for The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry

Retelling & Summarizing Lesson Plan

Guided Reading Level

The Great Kapok Tree

. Py By: Lynne Chemry
Retelling and Summarizing Grade Level: 4 / Guided Reading Level: R

| Summary
~_ The Great Kapok Tree fels the story of a man who fravels info . .
. the Amazon rain forest to cut down a giant Kapok tree. After R ‘I' | |
etelling & Summarizing
the animals of the rain forest speak to him. Each animal explains
why the tree is important for food, shelfer, and survival. A child

Get Read also appears and reminds the man that the rain forest matters LeSSO n P | O n
Y to people and their ancestors, 100. When the man awakes from . .
To Read hisdap. o mus decide whelher e wans 10 confinue Activate Prior
/ Learn about the chopping down the Kapok free or walk away and leave the rain
forest in peace. | d
v Getyour brain Link to What You Know K n OW e g e The Great Kapok Tree

« Think of a time when you made a big decision and ct " P By: Lynne Chemry
your mind about something. What was it? Retelling and Summarizing Grade Level: 4 / Guided Reading Level: R

+ Think about your home or your bedroom and how it is spe
fo you. What makes your home so special?
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Time to Read

T
1
[N
S, stop on the folowing pages. Think about the questions for each
.“ page. Then tak with a reading partner or write your thoughts
down in your notebook.

ortant Words to Know and Understand
Kapok - A very tall tropical free with fluffy seed pods

Pollinate - To move polien from one plant fo another to
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: p e o Cover and Inner Covers - The author and illustrator include a
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world map with many details. Based on the illustrations and the
title of the story, what do you know about the setting of the
story? How does answering this question help you as a reader?

Retell and

Why Readers Retell and Summarize While P O g e by P O g e Summarize While

~~_ Reading Reading Pages 2 to 4 - On these pages, we meet the man. What does
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.2 Readers retell and summarize fo remember the important G U | d e O n d Think about the : his character do? Why do you think he does thisz What details
events, characters, and information in books. imporiant events | in the text and ilustrations help you with your answer?
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i » that happened first, Pages 15 and 16 - On each page, the author infroduces a new
When you read fiction (stories that are not real), it is helpful to

H next, then, and last animal into the story. What animal do you meet on these
think about the sequence of events and the most important S Tro Te gy Q U eST 1oNS Notice the names of

pages? Why is the Kapok free special fo him? How does
and settings in the story. When you retell and
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. p ! te Y answering this question help you o better understand the
Strategies ! summarize, it is important fo describe what happened first, next,
Xp andartion ! then, and last. It s also important to fell who did what and
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Learn About
py

the characters and
the seftings

s 23 and 24 - A child kneels by the man. Based on the text
d ilustrations, what do you know about this character? Why
do you think he was included in the story?

animals' actions so far?
v Think about the text where each event took place.

of Strategy Ko o o

when you get

caused events to
On the other hand, when you read nonfiction (books about real hoppen
people, places, things, or events), your job is to think ke a
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| Page 31 - The man hesitates. What does he do next? How does
eacher. Retell and summarize the information using important | answering this question help you to better understand his
, facts, and vocabulary from the text | character and the lesson in the story?
'
1
I

hether you are reteling and summarizing fiction or nonfiction,
the most important thing to do is use your own words.

= Turn, Talk,
and Reflect

Time to Reflect

~>  Think - What type of information diid you use when you retold

f and summarized The Great Kapok Tree? Did you stop

| throughout the story to think about what was happening in the
| book? What did you do when you finished the book?

! Tglk - Tell your reading partner about your favorite part of the

L ell about the characters, the setting, the events. Explain
art you chose was your favorite. Remember o ask
partner o share their thoughts about the book too.

Notice the Work

Reading
Reflect - Think about the characters, events, and the settings in
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v Think | The Great Kapok Tree. How does paying attention to the story
v | elements help you fo be a befter reader?
Determining The Great Kapok Tree Talk \ )
Importance Grase tove 4/ sl nrmne Shery v Reflect ! Wite - Giue your Sirategy Slip info your reader's notebook
. wite Write about the work you did while reading The Great Kapok
Summary H Tree. (Remember to include examples from the book!)
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WRITING ABOUT READING WITH OPTIONAL CCSS ALIGNMENT

The Great Kapok Tree: Defermining Importance Stra Tegy and Text Based

Think about the animals who speak to the man in The Great R ed d er’ S Res pO nse Pro m pT

Kapok Tree. Choose one animal and explain the most
important message it shares. Use details from the text to
support your answer.

Common Core State Standard

D | can explain a story by referring to details and examples in
the text. cess:RLAL

The Great Kapok Tree: Determining Importance

Think about the animals who speak to the man in The Great

1 | C 2] Kapok Tree. Choose one animal and explain the most
an important message it shares. Use details from the text to The Great Kapok Tree: Determining Importance
supportyouranswer. L] T s
S 1-0 Te | N e I’ﬂ' Think about the animals who speak to the man in The Great
D | can explain a story by referring to details and examples in Kapok Tree. Choose one animal and explain the most
the text. cessRLAL important message it shares. Use details from the text to

support your answer.

The Great Kapok Tree: Determining Importance The Great Kapok Tree: Determining Importance

Think about the animals who speak to the man in The Great
Kapok Tree. Choose one animal and explain the most
important message it shares. Use details from the text to

Think about the animals who speak to the man in The Great
Kapok Tree. Choose one animal and explain the most

important message it shares. Use details from the text to support your answer.
support your answer.
D | can explain a story by referring to details and examples in The Great Kapok Tree: Determining Importance
the text. assmar |0 | ] PR e R S S S TSR SRS

Think about the animals who speak to the man in The Great
Kapok Tree. Choose one animal and explain the most
Reader's Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips (CCSS) | ©BookPagez.com important message it shares. Use details from the text to
support your answer.

C O m m O n C O re Fre e The Great Kapok Tree: Determining Importance

O pTl O n Think about the animals who speak to the man in The Great
apok Tree. Choose one animal and explain the most
portant message it shares. Use details from the text to
support your answer.

Reader's Notebook: C ion Strategy Slips | gez.com

Reading Response Prompts for Each
Comprehension Strategy Lesson Plan

: G T
L Bl = :

Who s the author of your book? Whatls this book about?
Thinkc aboutthe book. Write all of e Imporlant
information in the thought bubble below.
B What was the author's purpose for wiiing this
< book? How do you know?

s fickion or nonfiction?

A Dl rorenode Dliowtomn [l mieriotn Drow apicire or wille asernce foreach box
- ) fota .
NS
C e Iknow because... ot =) Tren
S

Now defermine 3 BIG ideas, evens, words, or facts
that are img u. Draw a picture fo

o e What do you Ihink the author wanlied you fo think
illustrate the most imporlant parts of your book. ‘about while reading this book?

" ’—‘ At that Then Lost
2 Draw a picture of the most imporlant hing the
author made you think about while reading.
[ WhatIs the most important thing you read In this
w“ book?
Drections:

- Drections:
1. Answor each of the questions, “Answar sach of e questcn:.

Diectons: 1
1. Answer ecch of he cuesions. 2 Covetiy o on the dotiod b 2 Coneiy cut or the dotred i

2 Caraluly cul on e dofied ine 3 Gile. fope, orsaple nfo your reaer's nolebook. 3. Gile. oD, or e nfo your reader's notebook.
3. Gue. tape. or s o your réader's notebook
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