Lesson Plans and Teaching Resources for
The Giving Showman
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The Giving Snowman
By: Julia Zheng
Grade Level: 1 / Guided Reading Level: J

The Giving Snowman tells the story of a kind snowman who
helps others on a cold winter's day. When Rabbit's family is
hungry, Snowman gives them his carrot nose. He offers his scarf
fo a freezing fraveler, his hat o a bird without a home, and his
sticks fo @ farmer who needs wood. As the snow stops and the
sun comes out, Snowman begins fo melt. His friends return to
thank him, and this fime, they are given a chance to show
kindness. Together, they rebuild the Snowman, proving that
generosity and friendship never melt away.

Think of a time when you did something kind for someo;
else. Tell about it

Tell about a time when you really needed help and
someone helped you. How did it make you feel?

Coal - A hard, black rock that people bum to make heat
or electricity

Journey - A frip from one place to another

Readers identify the author's purpose fo understand why the
author wrote the book. Authors write books because they want
fo persuade, inform, or entertain their reader.

When you read fiction (stories that are not real). the author
usually includes a message o lesson that they want their readers
fo think about. When the author does this, they are frying to
persuade you

On the other hand. when you read nonfiction (books about real
people, places, things, or events), the author answers questions
about a specific topic. When the author does this, they are
frying fo inform you.

thor may fry to entertain you by being funny. mysterious,
or serious. Authors of both fiction and nonfiction can write to
entertain you
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The Giving Snowman
By: Julia Zheng
Grade Level: 1 / Guided Reading Level: J

Stop on the following pages. Think about the questions for
each page. Then talk with a reading partner or write your
thoughts down in your notebook.

Pages 5 and é - Snowman gives Rabbit his carot nose. How
does this make Snowman feel? How do you know? What
message is the author frying to share about "giving*?

Pages 9 and 10 - Snowman gives Traveler his scarf. How does
this make Traveler feel? How do you know? What message is
the author frying o share about “receiving gifts'

Pages 11 fo 14 - Snowman melts and the friends decide to
help. Why do you think the author wrote this part of the storyz
How does answering this question help you understand an
important lesson?

ages 17 and 18 - Rabbit and Bird fell Snowman how he
d them last night. What lesson s the author frying to
ich? Do you think it's an important lesson? Why or why not?

Pages 21 and 22 - Snowman, Bird, Rabbit, Farmer, and Traveler
become good friends. Based on fhe story, what does it mean
to be a good friend? How does answering this question help
you understand the author's purpose for writing this book?

©BookPagez.com
Think - Juia Zheng is the author of The Giving Snowman. What
was her purpose for writing this book? Did she write the book to
an eflecC persuade, inform, or entertain you? How do you know?
Talk - Tell your reading partner what this book made you think
. What message did the author share with you?
1 to ask your reading partner fo share their thoughts
Understandin ou e ihe book, 100,
Text Structu 9 By: Julia Zheng Reading Reflect - Think about what you leamed while reading The
ext Structure Grode Levet: 1/ Guided Reading Leve: Giving Snowman. Think about the things you and your reading
T partner discussed. How does identifying the author's purpose
L Summary help you be a better reader?
\ e GhingSnwman oy f ok owmen uho Wite - Ghoe your Siotoay Sl nfo your Readers Nofebook.
Write about the work you did while reading The Giving
. Snowman. (Remember fo include examples from the book!)
Get Read, Understanding The Giving fn‘ov;hmnn
- Julia Theng
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WRITING ABOUT READING WITH OPTIONAL CCSS ALIGNMENT

------------------------------------------------ Strategy and Text Based
In The Giving Snowman, the Snowman shares what he has y
to help others. Think about what people in our world do R eO d er S Res po nse Pro m pT
to help others who need food, clothes, or a warm place
to stay. Write about how the Snowman's kindness is like
the kindness people show in real life. How does making

this tion help you understand the story's message?
| can compare what happens to characters in the stories C O m m O n C O re S TO Te S TO n d O rd
that I read. CCsS:RLLY

The Giving § : Making C i

In The Giving Snowman, the Snowman shares what he has
to help others. Think about what people in our world do

N I C " :o h'elp oxnr:rs w:o r;zed f't:'odé clothes, lorkf \gurm 'lahl,l;e The Giving Making C
On o stay. '@ about how the Snowman's kKindnessislike | | | b e
the kl"dnesfl people show In‘.reall “fe; How do'es making In The Giving Snowman, the Snowman shares what he has
S-I-O Te m e n-l- this help you the story's message? to help others. Think about what people in our world do
to help others who need food, clothes, or a warm place
| can compare what happens to characters in the stories to stay. Write about how the Snowman's kindness is like
the kindness people show in real life. How does making
that I read. CCSS:RLLY
this tion help you the story's
The Giving S Making C: i

In The Giving Snowman, the Snowman shares what he has
to help others. Think about what people in our world do
to help others who need food, clothes, or a warm place

The Giving Making C i

In The Giving Snowman, the Snowman shares what he has

to stay. Write about how the Snowman's kindness is like fo help others. Think about what people in our world do

the kindness people show in real life. How does making to help others who need food, clothes, or a warm place

this tion help you understand the story's message? to stay. Write about how the Snowman's kindness is like
the kindness people show in real life. How does making
this tion help you the story's

| can compare what happens to characters in the stories
that I read. CCss:RLLY

Reader's Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips (CCSS) | ©BookPagez.com

C ommon C ore F ree In The Giving Snowman, the Snowman shares what he has

to help others. Think about what people in our world do

O .I.' to help others who need food, clothes, or a warm place

p |O n to stay. Write about how the Snowman's kindness is like
the kindness people show in real life. How does making

ﬁls tion help you the story's message?

Reader's Notebook: C ion Strategy Slips | gez.com

Reading Response Prompts for Each
Comprehension Strategy Lesson Plan

Identifying the Author's Purpose Understanding Text Structure.
Tite: Tite:

Who s the author of your book? Thinkc about he book. What does the book remind Toxt Winere he Text
youof? Stucire | Sruchrowas | Shuciure Helped
Used e

What was the author's purpose for wiiing this Page:
book? How do you know?

Whatlype of connection did you make?
O ToPersvade L Tolntorm ] To Entertain

Ofextfo-self  CTextto-Text  [lText-to-Word Fage
Iknow the author wanted fo
me because...

Draw a picture of your connection in the box
below.

o Srucies You Might Ses Whis feadng
Descrpton seavence Couse and tct

Diections: Dectons: Diections:
1. Answer s0ch of ne cuesiirs. 1. Answr oach of the questens 1. Anwer 60ch of ne auestirs.

2 Caroluly cufon the dolfed i 2 Careluly cul on o dotied e 2 Caroluty cufon the dolfed i

3G, ape, o topleinio your Readers Nofebook. 3G, tape, or e nfo your reader's notebook. 3G, ape, o Stopleinio your Readrs Notebook.

Compranensen Srateay Gophe Orgere | Evsakragerom Comerenareon Sraeay Grape Graaniar | GRookrageR e Compranensen Sratsay Gophe ez | Evsokragerom.

Author's Purpose Making Understanding
Connections Text Structure



VOCABULARY CONNECTIONS RESOURCES

The Giving Snowman
By: Julia Zheng

Vocabulary Connections Grade Level: 1/ Guided Reading Level:

Important Words to Know and Understand in The Giving Snowman

Coal
A hard, black rock that people burn to make heat or electricity

Collected
Gathered things together in one place

Joumey
Atrip from one place to another

Nods

Moves the head up and down fo say “yes" o to show understanding
Rebuild

To make or fix something again after it's been broken

Repay
To do something nice in return

Important Words to Know and

Understand in

The Giving Snowman Word List

Vocabulary Connections

The Giving Snowman
Julia Zheng

By:
Grade Level: 1/ Guided Reading Level: J

Word and Picture
Sorting Cards

Suggests
To share an idea or tell someone what you think they should do

Collected

Sturdy
Strong and hard fo break or damage:

U090 d

Traveler
A person who goes from one place fo another

Worried
Feeling scared or nervous that something bad might happen
The Giving Snowman

By: Julia Zheng

Grade Levet: 1/ Guided Reading Level:

Vocabulary Connections

Rebuild

Vocabulary Word List | GBookPagez.com
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To share an idea
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Interactive Vocabulary
Notebook Cards

ed through the snow

. The friends were when they saw

the snow begin to melt. o repay the

Directions: Trace the word and color the picture. pd-

rried when they saw

Vocabulary Connections

The Giving Snowman

Hi By: Julia Zheng Directions:
Vocabulary Connections Grade Lovet: 1/ Guided Reading Levet: Name Select a word from your reading that is new fo you and wite i in e box below.
Then filin the blanks fo connect he new word fo words you akeady know.
" New Word
Femmmm————p T ]
(—-A gse ‘ ‘
The Giving BESS
Snowman i z “TAnswer Key | GBookPagez.com
gc
fgg
By Julia Zheng L
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Visualize

Draw a picture fo
fiusirate the meaning

Vocabulary Connections

Directions:

1. Wiite a word from your reading that is new o you in the first column.

2. Read the sentence before and affer the senfence where the word appears.
Wiite what you think the word means in the second column.

3. Explain why you fhink your definifion makes sense based on the confext clues in
the fext,

4. Write the dictionary definition.

5. Place a check mark n the last column i the dicionary definition matches what
you thought the word meant.

g
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WORD WORK LESSON PLAN AND ACTIVITIES

Instructional
FOCUS Bosed On The Giving Snowman
the Words in Word Work By: Juia Zheng
‘I' h e B O O k Instructional Focus: The G“’igﬂ m;v;:;:g

Common and Proper Nouns for Charactl  Word Work Grade Level: 1/ Guided Reading Level; J

Background:

o Step 1: Infroduce Common and Proper Nouns for Characters
Nouns are words that name people, plo{  |ntroduce the + Tell students that today, they will learn about two kinds of
names something general, like bunny, ht Focus of nouns—common nouns and proper nouns.
something specific and always begins + Write "Common Nouns and Proper Nouns" at the top of your
Spot. Word Work anchor chart.

- + Explain that nouns are words that name people, places, things,
In children’s books, you'll often see anim . ?;ﬂmji}s that a common noun names something general,
i i B Anchor Chart g
like @ bunny no_n:\ed Bunny. When this h N TEL jike rabbit, truck, or bear.
noun because it's being used as a namq Common Nouns and « Then explain that a proper noun names something specific and
per Nouns always starts with a capital letter, like a person or a character in
Helping students notice this difference st Common Proper astory, such as Rabbit, Little Blue Truck, or Bear. S Te p by S Te p Lesso n P | O n
reading comprehension as they leam hq Nouns. Nouns « Point out that in many children's books, authors name their
1o life. e Py characters after what they are. When that happens, fhe
ek Shek becomes a proper noun because if's being used as,
owl o Example: Rabbit in Winnie the Pooh is a nam
. frog Frog o Example: a rabbit hopping through the snow is a COmon
Examples: bear Becr noun
+ Draw two columns undemeath the fifle Common Nouns and
Proper Nouns on your chart paper.

Owl / owl . " . + Display a few side-by-side examples and read them together,

(Winnie the Lion / lion (The Lion nofing which popular children’s books they are from.

Pooh) and the Mouse) + Teacher's Note: Below are samples from popular children’s
books. It is recommended that teachers reference characters
from books that you have already shared with your students.

o stick / Stick (Stick and Stone)

Badger/ badger Rabbit/ rabbit o owl / Owl (Winnie the Pooh]

(Bear Wants

(Winnie the Pooh) o frog / frog (Frog and Toad)

More) o bear / Bear (Bear Wants More)

« Discuss what students notice about the capitalization and

Tortoise / y meaning of each word.

tortoise (The Toad / big green + Emphasize hat a capital lefter tells readers i's a name, while o

Tortoise and the | 1999 (Little Blue lowercase letter tells readers it's a type of thing.

H Truck) « Invite students to share examples from books they know where a

are) character is named by what they are (e.g., Piggie. Pigeon, Dog,

Cat).

+ If students have trouble thinking of names, encourage them to
think about other characters from the exampie books used
above.

* End by explaining that noticing when a word is a name or just a
thing helps readers understand how authors bring characters to
life.

Word Work Lesson Plan | ©BookPagez.com

The Giving Sn_owman

By: Julia Zheng
Word Work Grade Level: 1 / Guided Reading Level: J
Step 2: Common and Proper Nouns for Characters in the Nouns Word Cards
Connect Word Text
Work to Reading « Tell students that they will now connect what they leamed about H Sorting Mat

common and proper nouns fo their reading of The Giving
Snowman by Julia Zheng.

+ Explain that you are going fo look closely at page 4, where we Bear rabbi THIS THAT

meet both bird and Bird.
+ Remind students that a common noun names a fype of thing (ke Common Nouns Proper Nouns.

bird), and a proper noun names one special character (lie Bird).

o e e e Interactive Activity Bus | Doclq |mam "o e

the word bird.

+ Pause and show students that the word Bird appears with a < Theflogatea___asitbuzzed | fold the studens that
> on by. they have a fest soon.
capital letter when it is the character's name, and with a
lowercase letter when it is talking about the kind of animal oose d V] C'1 On the farm, I saw a with | Car, Truck and all drove
+ Discuss what they notice about the capitalization: bird tels us her call down the road fogel
about any bird. Bird fells us about one special character in the PR w——, reed @ sk chidtoa
sory. eftthe store with many Iped a sick child feel
+ Write both examples on the board or chart paper in two columns * 3} new dresses and shoes.
Iabeled Common Nouns and Proper Nouns. Common Noun: bird Chick (al ||gah The shepherd ook the Robin sang asong 1o -
Proper Noun: Bird outto the pasture. their nest.
+ Ask students why they think the author chose to name the
character Bird. . laid a big, white egg in
« Explain that authors sometimes give animals or objects names Teacher f|y Iheardthe g0 "QUACKY" |1 ore Fby the pond.
based on what hey are, and that's what furns the word info @ P
proper noun. The litie ate some cheese. was orange, sly an

« Tell the students that you are going o read the book once from sneaky.

beginning fo end. Tell students that as you read The Giving

g H H He ran o the castle gates and was

Snowman, they should listen and look for other examples of this L T f d T h lad shee tbyal athing Hen could notfind
pattem to practice noticing how capitalization changes a IS O WO r S I n e y me yu orge. fire-breathing anywhere on the farm!
common noun fo a proper noun. — —

+ Remind them fo be poiite and not fo interrupt you whie you b k ‘I'h ‘I‘ m ‘I' h ‘I'h magic, lew through
read yoummey (e]e) a arc e drugon snakd |hemmeen ™" | my window with her wand and

- sharp feeth.
« Read The Giving Snowman. i sparkly dust.

Common and Proper Nouns for Characters found in the fext: N S TrU C T | O N O | fo C U S o] |[Wesawa____slitheringin the | - At ST f:d::':.. old
bridge.

fallen leaves.
bird/Bird

+ rabbit/Rabbit
« farmer/Farmer

Guided Word Work Pracice | GBookPagez.com

traveler/Traveler
snowman/Snowman

Word Work Lesson Plan | ©BookPagez.com

Common and Proper Nouns for Characters
Word Work Practice Page

Directions: Read the animal story below. Circle the 7 common nouns for animals,
and underfine the 9 proper nouns for animals.

One sunny morning, a horse ran across the field. Her name was
Horse, and she loved fo race the wind.

Identifying Common and Proper Nouns in Stories Word Detective: Common and Proper Nouns for Characters ‘:*‘he pond nearby, a frog su; on alily pﬂt‘!v His name was Frog, and
Extend Engagement Activity Extension Activity e liked to sing fo the dragonfly and the blue bird.
A duck waddled fo the pond and called, “Good moming, Frog!"
Directions: Then she said hello o Horse and a nearby dog foo.
Directions: 8e a word defectivel Soon @ bunny hopped over. “Let's play!” said Bunny.
1. Tell students that in many chilcren's books, authors name their characters 86 on fhe lookout for common and proper nouns for characters while The friends ran, splashed, and laughed together all day. When the
ahruhatthey are. When thot hoppers. the word becomes o proper youread. Wite the word that you find along with fhe fite of he book sun went down, Horse, Frog, Duck, and Bunny said goodnight and
noun because i being used as a narme. where you found the word, the page. and fhe sentence with fhe word went home fo rest.
2 lain that you will read another | Dcpu\ul children’s book. Choose one of or phrase.
the Qoﬂvwmg = .
le Blue Truck
o The Gruffalo ‘Word Book Title Page Sentence Directions: These nouns need help! Sort the common nouns and proper nouns
3. Tel students to listen carefully for common nouns that name animals or into the comrect rows and columns below.
things. and also for those same nouns being used as proper nouns (as
character names). Hunter sparrow Truck ow

4. Bxplain that when they hear or see both a common noun and a proper
‘noun for an animal or fh\ng they should raise their hand.

5. Pause your reading when a student raises their hand.

6. If the student identifies the pair correctly, write the common noun/proper
noun pai on the boa Common Nouns Proper Nouns

7. Ifthe answer s incorect, briefly explain why and hen confinue reading.

mouse Teacher Badger snowman

Lists of Common/Proper Noun Pairs
Little Bive Truck

- Toad/ big green foad

- Little Blue / fruck

« Sheep/sheep

+ Cow/cow

Goat / goat
Durmp/ S ruck

The Gruffalo
- Mouse / mouse Name: Independent Word Work Praciice | GBookPagez.com

Snake / snake

-+ Owi/owl
- Grffalo / gruffalo

Independent Practice Page

Teacher Directions | CBookPagez.com Name: word Actvity |

Optional Activity to Word Detective
Extend Engagement



ASSESSMENT

5. What kind of book is The Giving Snowman? (RL.1.5)

@ A nonfiction book that gives facts about snow

. A storybook about Name:
@ A book that teach The Giving Snowman .
CCSS Assessment Score: /9
@ A poem about win
Directions:

6. Who is telling the story? (Rl se what you know about The Giving Snowman to answer each of the following questions.
@ The Snowman 1. What did Rabbit ask the Snowman for?
@ The Traveler @ His hat
‘ A narrator i
@ His camrot nose
(® e raboit i
@ His warm scarf

7. What do the illustrations hd @ His stick arms
. He feels happy wh
@ He likes sunny days,
@ He is angry when tH
@ He is sad to give thij

8. How are Rabbit, Bird, Farm|

2. What lesson does the Snowman learn by the end of the story?
@ When you do something kind for others, others will want to be kind to you.

@ It's better to keep everything for yourself so that you don't melt.

@ When you do something kind for others, they will forget fo thank you.

@ Helping others makes you melt.
@ teyaliveinthes

@ They all help build | 3. Where does the story take place?
@ ey cinesahes (®) Ataschool piayground

@ They all give the Sn @ Inside a house

9. What does the word "repaf (©) 1 aforestduring summer

(RL.1.10) @ In a snowy field
@ To take something
4. Which words from the story show how the Traveler was feeling before Snowman gave him a

To say something n cat?

@ To borow somethir] @ Don't worry, Traveler.
. To give something @ A traveler stops in front of Snowman.

CCSS Asses: @ | forgot to bring my winter coat...'m freezing!

@ Thank you!

CCSS Assessment 15 Grade Reading Standards for Literature | BookPagez.com

Common Core Assessment:
One question for each Reading
Informational OR Reading Literature
standard (1-9)

WORKSHEET

Name:

y .
Meet Snowman'’s New Friend

Create a new character who spreads kindness, just like Snowman.
Directions:
In The Giving Snowman, the snowman shared what he had to help others. Now
it's your turn to imagine someone new joining his story!
Think about what kind of friend the snowman might have. Maybe it's a robot
who gives away batteries or a cloud who brings rain fo thirsty plants.

Use the space below fo tell about Snowman's new “giving” friend.

New Giving Friend Profile

Name: PROFILE PICTURE \

This giving friend is made of:

This giving friend shares:

This giving friend helps:

A fun fact about this giving
friend:

- J
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