Lesson Plans and Teaching Resources for
The Biggest Valentine Ever

3 COMPREHENSION STRATEGY LESSON PLANS AND PRACTICE PAGES

Retelling & Summarizing Lesson Plan

The Biggest Valentine Ever Guided ReOding Level

" 1t By: Steven Kroll
Retelling and Summarizing Grade Level: 1 / Guided Reading Leve: J

| Summary

~, The Biggest Valentine Ever telis the story of two mouse friends,

~”  Clayton and Desmond, who want fo make the best Valentine's
Day card for their teacher, Mrs. Mousely. At firt, they are

o ot ot e Bur oo . a1 s about Retelling & Summarizin
how the valentine should look. Their fight grows bigger, and the

Get Ready friends decide fo work alone instead of fogether. Both mice feel . .
sad and frusirated as they fy fo finish their valenfines by
To Read themselves. As Valentine's Day gefs closer, Clayton and crivare rrior eSS O n O n

v Learn about the Desmond must decide what really matters most—and whether
K they can fix their friendship in time.
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ready fo read X
ey /' Understand the . Thnr;k ?bouicehme when you needed advice. Who, The Biggest Valentine Ever
meaning of Lo or help ed with another <l . v I . . By: Steven Kroll
important words Have you ever warked with another classmate on a projeNa Retelling and Summarizing Grade Levet: 1/ Guided Reading Level: )
o

VOCO bUIOry found in the book

portant Words to Know and Understand
Heads together - Working together to come up with a
plan

Time to Read

Stop on the following pages. Think about the questions for each
- page. Then falk with a reading partner or write your thoughts

| Lace Doily - A small, pretty paper used fo decorate down in your notebook.
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~, Reading . Summarize While | questions help you as a reader?

e Readers refell and summarize o remember the important G U | d e O n d Recdlng ! Pages 11 to 13 - Clayton is sad on these pages. What is he sad
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Pages 3 and 4 - These pages tell about Clayton and Desmond
and the setting of the story. Who are Clayton and Desmond?

events, characters, and information in books. Think about the about? How does his dad try to help him with his problem?

When you read fiction (stories that are not real Imporiant events How does answering this question help you better understand

itis helpful to

I
I .
. Learn About 1 think about the sequence of events and the most important S TrO Te gy Q U eST 1oNS that happened first, the story?
Exp and 1' 10N Comp i and seffings in the story. When you retell and next, then, and last Pages 18 fo 20 - Whie Claylon fres fo make  valentine on his
strategi i summarize, it s important fo describe what happened first, next, ¥ Nofice the names of own, 5o does Desmond. What problem does Desmond have
ategles 1 then, and last. It is also important to tell who did what and the characters and n he fries to make a valentine? What do you think the
e h nt took . i
of Strategy | -« muemme | e . 7 e i
youread ! the other hand, when you read nonfiction (books about real where characters | Pages 23 and 24 - Clayton and Desmond end their fight. How
fe. places, things, or events), your job is fo think fie a causedevensto | do they solve their problem? What detail in the text help you
when you get j acher. Refell and summarize the information using important happen 1 with your answer?
confused | details, facts, and vocabulary from the fext. | Page 31 - Clayton and Desmond give Mrs. Mousely the best
1 " . . 1 valentine ever. Is this a good ending to the story? Why or why
\ Whether you are reteling and summarizing fiction or nonfiction, h not? What lesson can you leam from he story?
! the most important thing fo do is Use your own words. |
] ©BookPagez.com ! )
| L Time to Reflect
. Think— What type of information did you use when you retold
T U n T O | k _~” and summarized The Biggest Valentine Ever? Did you stop
’ ’ i throughout the story to think about what was happening in the
1 book? What did you do when you finished the book?
' Talk - Tell your reading partner about your favorite part of the
an eriec Notice the Work 1 |
' . ook. Tellabout the characters, the setting, the events. Explain
The Biggest Valenfine Ever The Biggest Valenfine Ev
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WRITING ABOUT READING WITH OPTIONAL CCSS ALIGNMENT

“l Conﬂ
Statement

F

The Biggest Val Ever: Understanding Text Structht
Clayton and Desmond have a problem in the story. What is
the problem, and how do they fix it at the end? Choose 2
details from the story to help explain the problem and the
solution.

D | can talk about the characters and setting and can tell about
what happens in the stories | read. CCss:RL13

Clayton and Desmond have a problem in the story. What is
the problem, and how do they fix it at the end? Choose 2
details from the story to help explain the problem and the
solution.

| can talk about the characters and setting and can tell about
what happens in the stories | read. CCss:RL13

Clayton and Desmond have a problem in the story. What is
the problem, and how do they fix it at the end? Choose 2
details from the story to help explain the problem and the
solution.

D | can talk about the characters and setting and can tell about
what happens in the stories | read. CCss:RL13

Reader's Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips (CCSS) | ©BookPagez.com

Common Core Free

Strategy and Text Based
Reader’s Response Prompt

Common Core State Standard

Clayton and Desmond have a problem in the story. What is
the problem, and how do they fix it at the end? Choose 2
details from the story to help explain the problem and the
solution.

The Biggest V ine Ever: Understanding Text

Clayton and Desmond have a problem in the story. What is
the problem, and how do they fix it at the end? Choose 2
details from the story to help explain the problem and the
solution.

The Biggest V Ever: Understanding Text

Clayton and Desmond have a problem in the story. What is
the problem, and how do they fix it at the end? Choose 2
details from the story to help explain the problem and the
solution.

layton and Desmond have a problem in the story. What is
the problem, and how do they fix it at the end? Choose 2
details from the story to help explain the problem and the
solution.

Reader's Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips | ©BookPagez.com

Reading Response Prompts for Each
Comprehension Strategy Lesson Plan

identiying the Author's Purpose Retelling and Sommarizing
Tite: Tite:
Who's the author of your book? What is his book about?

What was he author's purpose for wlfng fhis
book? How do you know?

[ ToPersuade [ Toinform L To Enfertain below:

Draw a picture or write a senfence for each box.
o

Understanding Text Structure
Title:

Wihere he Text | _Howthe Text
Stuchure was | Shuchre Helped
Used e

Foge

Toxt
Shuchure

Foge

1 know the author wanted fo o Next
me because.

Foge

[Tex Shuchres You g see Wi Reong

Diections
1. Answer each of the cuestions
2 Carouty cul onfhe dolled e

G topa, or stapl o you reader'snofenook.

R

ectons:
1 Answer each of the questions.

2 Careluly cut on tho dtied e

3 Gie. tape,or e nfo your reader's notebook.

Making Inferences

Comororarson Sty Crophe Organier | Evestrager.com

Retelling &

Understanding

Summarizing Text Structure



VOCABULARY CONNECTIONS RESOURCES

The Biggest Valentine Ever
By: Steven Kroll

Vocabulary Connections Grade Level: 1/ Guided Reacing Level: J I m po rTO n 1' W O rd S TO K n OW O n d
:ﬂ;‘;ﬂunl Words to me»nnd Understand in The Biggest Valentine Ever U n d e rS T O n d i n
. The Biggest Valentine Ever Word List

ig
Afeeling of great happiness or joy

Glared
Looked at someone in an angry way

Heads together
Working together to come up with a plan

messenvaemneer | WOId and Picture

Hung
Looked down b he felt sad
ooked down because he felt sa Vocabulary Connections Grado Lovet: 1/ Guiced Reokig Lovec

tnce Doy J Sorting Cards

A small, pretty paper used o decorate

Lopsided ! ! !
Leaning to one side or not even : N : -
H Awful Delight | Glared H [
Mischievous ] ' v 8%
Alittle naughty in a playful way H H H gg
1 1 .
Pasted ] H 3 =
Stuck on with glue | H HE]
H H HE
Upset : 0
Feeling sad or mad ! = A 3
1 7. 4 ) The Biggest Valentine Ever
] H a ” By: Steven Kroll
i HE-- Vocabulary Connections Grade Levet: 1 / Guided Reading Lovel:
3
,,,,,,,,,,, 5 e
] g o8
| g g3
! Heads . 8 33
Vocabulary Word Uit | GBookPagez.com i Hun Lace Doil 2 Pasted o3
" N i together 9 y P EH
V < g
' |4 iz
\ 3 3"
| 3 »
\ 2 g
i g Leaningfoone | Alitfle naughtyin 1o oo H
! / o side or not even a playful way 9 H
The Biggest Valentine Ever : H g
Vocabulary Connections G tovt 1/ Gukdod ot v o g M
t Valentine Ever o
arcg By: Steven Kol Piciure Vocabulary Soring Cords | GBookPagez.com 2
Heads fogether is Hungisa/an | Lace Doily is a/an %% 23 g
a/an noun ver S2se | " :
noun verb adverb adjective | adverb adjective | £33 L/ 80 g
adverb adjective H 29F g% %
a2d Sz g
Definifionof | Definifion of Definition of 8% fctve | & o ey z
Heads together: Hun, Lace Doily: 3 2 O r O n e I n | IO n §
5 of 1 3 . g
g Sorting Cards ;
ER | a
g [ € o
& z H
® H
9 I z Definition Vocabulary Sorfing Cards | GBookPagez.com
Heads fogether Hung looks lace Doilylooks | 25 f——1 &
looks like this: like this: like this: i H
3T ok e
P K
Heads fogether | Hi Lace Doily reminds £ iz MWord Cames
ot et | rormingt e of: J i3 85 with Words from The Biggest Valentine Ever
: 88
S £g
g g9 Directions: Help Clayton and Desmond fix their sentences! Use the Word Bank fo
! 3 e of: B fillin the blanks. Answer Key
iswordin | Isawthiswordin | Isawthiswordin | T a3 i i
I saw thi 3 3 iggest Valentine Ever
H H awlul  pasted lopsided  delight
s ordin 1 7 their sentences! Use the Word Bank fo
N Q
nferaciive Vocabulory Nolebook Cords | S8ookPager.com H 1. Clayton the paper fo the card
¢ delight  mischievous Or O ' Y les O n
I 2. The card was leaning fo one side. It looked 2
[ nferaciive Vocabuiany Nolebook Cards | GhookFager.com
3. Desmond felt when the valentine ripped. A K
9% e aprio o ca nswer ke
4. The mice were being when they hid the giitter. Itlooked ___lopsided
Interactive Vocabulary losothktihoat, | _uen havetstnerepc,

ous
N O Te b (e]e) k ( ad rd S Directions: Look at the pictures of the mice. If the mouse s being mischievous [F-—— when they hid the giifier.

(playfully naughty). color it red. If the mouse s being helpful, color it bive. ht
B fo see their big heart.

Je. 1f the mouse is being mischievous
se is being helpful, color it blue.

Vocabulary Connections

The Biggest Valentine Ever A mouse hiding o plece ‘A mouse holding a glue A mouse cutting up paper .
ocabulary Connections Grade Level: | / Guided Reading Level: backwith a grin Select o word from your reading that is new to you and wiite it in the box below.
L R — ‘©BookPagez.com
[ I New Word ]
r A ) glue A

)

103 KONGOIOA IMOAPDY

back with a grin,

The Biggest
Valentine Ever

Answer Key | GBookPagez.com

By Steven Kroll

Visualize

Draw a picture fo
fiusirate the meaning

Vocabulary Connections

Directions:
1. Wite @ word from your reading that is new fo you i the first column.

2. Read the sentence before and after the sentence where the word appears
Wiite what you think the word means in the second column,

3. Explain why you think your defirifion makes sense based on the context clues in
the fext

4. Wiite the dictionary definition.
5. Place @ check markin the last column if the dictionary definition matches what

v O C O b U I O ry W O rd you thought the word meant.

g

g

A new word that | leamed in this book is:

HIOUOOg v 5V I 35 10 H00GRION INOA O}

'PIOD AIDINGDI0A B} 919D '€

. e eye ‘ Word w:,:'ﬂ:':::t’ Confext Clues | RealDefintion [ | [ | onnect o Yourlite
Extension Activities || e

iing Words | CBookPagez.com

Interacive Cord |

Personalized Vocabulary Bookmark

Independent Word Bxploration | CBookPagez.com




WORD WORK LESSON PLAN AND ACTIVITIES

Instructional
Focus Based on
the Words in The Biggest Volenfine Ever

Word Work
T h e B O O k The Biggest Valentine Ever
Instructional Focus: By: Steven Kroll
nitil L-Blends Word Work Grade Level: 1 / Guided Reading Level: J
Background: Step 2: Initial L-Blends in the Text
In the English language, there are Id  connect Word + Tell students that you will now read The Biggest Valentine Ever

from beginning to end. . .
the letters excepta. &1, o.and U | Work o Reading + Remind students fo listen and look for ofher words that begin with LI S‘I‘ Of WO rd sin Th e b 00 k Th a .I.
Sometimes, two consonants work td ~ (continued) cl-, gl-, or pl- as you read, and to stay quiet so everyone can
called blends. In a blend, you can enjoy the story.

Aol hespers when e e © e e Higge Vleie v oo match the instructional focus

Examples of Inifial L-Blends found in the text:
start of a word. Common initial L-blg

. class « glared
. . s Eendon

In this lesson, we will focus on cl-, gH + Clayton  * Clayton's
+ glued o

Listen to these words: clap, glum, ai « glitter classroom

In each word, you can hear the firs + clapped

together.

Examples: Step 3: Interactive Exploration

- Guided Word + Divide students info pairs.
clap o + Provide each pair with a gi- heart, a ci- heart, a pl- heart, a set of
9 Work Practice L-blend cards, and a glue stick.

glad glow + Tellstudents that they will take tums picking up L-blend cards.

o g e . ':'.‘f’l,?,‘fil&"f their card aloud and decide if their word has a gl S Te p by S Te p LeSS O N P | O n

+ Once they have read their word and identified the blend, they
o | gam | poe must then glue their word card onto the correct heart.

Materials and Preparation: o | om + Students will altemate tumns until all of the L-blend car
5 = [ on | o been glued onto their proper hearts.
+ Acopy of The Biggest Vald + When students are finished, they may decorate their hearts With
+ Whiteboard or chart pape| o oo additional art supplies to make the best L-blend valentines ever!
+ Markers an ™ + Set a timer for the activity (10 -15 minutes)
«  Scissors * Visit each pair as they work. Discuss the answers at the end of the

— activity with the whole group.

+ L-Blend cards (1 set per pq
+ Agkheart, acl-heart, apf

in advance) Step 4: Practice Page - s
« Initial L-Blends Practice Pad | + Give each student a copy of the Initial L-Blends %
ndependent Py g
« Optional: Word Detective ™ dpw rk practice page. <
«  Optional: “Which L-Blend H lord Wol + Read the directions with the class.
Practice + Tell students to complete the practice page on
their own.

+ Walk around the room to monitor students' work
and provide support as needed.

Word Work Lesson Plan | ©BookPagez.com

Initial L-Blends
wi Initial L-plen :éﬂf/iw
" Initial L-Bley five

image s filed with. nds Interactt
classroom below. The Ima nwihgh,  [the clossoom Int
age of the cl nds, Circle 2 ftems that bed oror e 9lom. The image s fieg wim

- e im
Directions: Look o the WEE8C 7, o) or ek e
‘ o

rcle 2 lems hat begin with gt,

objects ihat begin wilh eft

jr with cl- i .
S e that begin with pF, and 2 s fhat begin items that begin wi

s include: gasses,
nets, clock, cloue g "

itin a sentence below.
eitina clay, clpbesrd)

crcled and use i O eTieRCR O Cloe

e Oblect Y iih @ captalefter

f i
Now. choose 07e B r sentence wi

Remember fo start you led and use it

g na sent
capita lefter e oelow.

ond endina peg

'd put my plant in the

com
| cBookpagezcom

cice | GRooKPeaT

P
“ea Word W
_ GUided Word Work Pracrics | om
ookPagez.com

nependent Word Work Pracfice

od Work Pract
Yk Practico Answer Key | Gbookrager.am

Independent Practice Page and

Answer Key Interactive Activity

Which L-Blend Fits?
Extend Engagement Activity Word Detective: Initial L-Blends

Directions: Extension Activity

Have students sit at their desks. Direcions:

Wiite the blends gl c- and -pl- on the white board in large letters. Be a word detectivel

Tell students that you wil write the middle and ending lefters of a word on the. Be on fhe lockout for inial I-blends whie you read. Wiite fhe word

that you find along with the fifle of the book where you found the.

board. word, the page. and the senfence with the word or phrase. ‘
+ Tel students that they must look at the letters they are given, and choose one

of the L-blends for the beginning of the word fo help make t a real word.

Tell students that once they think they know which blend to choose, they can Word Book Titte Page Senfence

raise thei hand.
+ I astudent has answered correctly, write the blend in front of the letters on

the whiteboard for the ciass fo see. Then, erase the word and move onto fhe

next one.
+ Ifastudent has not answered comectly, they can call on a friend fo have a

chance to answer.

Word list- gl- cI- pl-

1. ap (clap) 11. um (glum or plum)

2. us (plus) 12. ose (close)

3. op (clop or plop) 13. ate (plate)

4. ad (glad) 14. ane (plane]

5. owl(gloworplow] 15, ue (glue or clue)

6. ay (clay or play) 16. ace (place)

7. ant (plont) 17. ear (clear)

8. ug (plug) 18. ub [club)

9. ide (gide)

10. ip (cip)

Teacher Directions | CBookPager.com
Name! Word Work Extension Aciiy | CBookPagez.com

Optional Activity to

Extend Engagement Extension Activity



WORKSHEETS

Name:

Friendship Fix-It
Sweet Solutions for the Biggest Valentine's Day Problems.

Directions:

In The Bigges! Valentine Ever, Clayton and Desmond have a great idea—but they
don't always agree. Now it's your tum to fix some Valentine's Day problems the way
good friends do.

Read each Valentine's Day problem below. Use what you leamed about friendship
from Clayton and Desmond to tell what you would do fo solve the problem. Draw a
picture or wiite a sentence fo show your solution.

rTwo friends want to \ (Youv friend feels sud\ (TWO friends want o \
sit next to each ofher because their use the same sticker
at the Valentine's Valentine does not on their Valentine's
Day parly. There is look as fancy as Day craft. They start
only one spot left at some of the others. fo argue, and one of
the table. What would you do them cries.
What would you do to help? What would you do
to help? to help?

Q) My solution: Q My solution: Q My solution:

N\ AN AN o)

©BookPagez.com | Worksheet

Journey of Feelings

Name: Date:

Name: Date:
Directions: EFFECT CARDS
1. These are cause and effect cards for The Biggest Valentine Ever. Read R Date:
the cards -
2. Cut out the cause and effect cards,
3. Mix the cards up then place them face down in front of you.
4. Tum two cards over. If the cause and effect are @ match, keep the EFFECT CARDS Clayton used foo much
cards and place them on your sorfing mat. If they don't match fip gitter

ihem back over.
Play until you find all the matches, —
Hint: The cards with a square are cause cards. The cards with a circle

@ Desmond made a hole in Compore Ond COhTrOST

the middle.
Desmond made a hole in

- Matching Game and

Clayton because I
v L] °

el Desmond fripped on the AhSWGI’ Key

stairs.

Clayton got mad at Clayton used too much

Desmond because glitter

L] °
@ ith Clayton and Desmond

Clayton and Desmond made the best Valentine

Desmond and Clayton fell ever.

made the best Valenfine

down because

n over. °

REMEMBER!
. e is why something happened.
Mrs. Mousely clapped with Desmond tripped on the Y '9 happ
o effect is what happened.
delight because stairs.
d ] °
AEMBER! b Eftect Sorting Mat for The Biggest Valenfine Ever Answer Key
| Cavse and i The Biggest Valenfine Ever  sbmeihing happened.

' . 1na anacrc\bhat happened.

| GBookPagez.com | Cause and Efect Sorling Mat or The Bigges! Valenfine Ever

Name:
The Biggest
Directions: Valentine Ever
The fisst part of the sentences below tell what happened (the effect) in the Cause and Effect
book. The Biggest Valentine Ever. Complete each sentence by teling the
cause.
| _ Clayton used too much glitter.
Name:
The Biggest
Directions: Valentine Ever . .
The first part of the sentences below tell what happened (the effect) in the Cause and Effect I Desmond made a hole in the middle.

book, The Biggest Valentine Ever. Complete each sentence by teling the
Compare and Conftrast
. Desmond got mad at Clayton because
Questions Stems
O n d An SW@r Key Clayton got mad at Desmond because luuse Clayton and Desmond made the

lise _Desmond tripped on the stairs.

Desmond and Clayton fell down because

'g happened. The effect is what happened.
Mrs. Mousely clapped with delight because

| Cause and Answer Key

Reading Tip!

Remember: The cause is why something happened. The effect is what happened.
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COMMON CORE ALIGNED COMPREHENSION ASSESSMENT

Name:
The Biggest Valentine Ever

CCSS Assessment Score: /9

Directions:
Use what you know about The Biggest Valentine Ever to answer each of the following questions.
1. What are Clayton and Desmond irying fo make at the beginning of the story?
@ A card for their parents
@ A valentine for their teacher .
() st conen Common Core Assessment:
@ A gift for the class . f h M
One question for each Reading
2. What lesson do Clayton and Desmond learn by the end of the story?

(D sooers s et Informational OR Reading Literature

(®) tsbetter to work lone

@ Working together makes things better STO n d O rd ( ] _9 )

@ Winning is the most important thing

3. What big problem happens when Clayton and Desmond work on the valentine?
@ They run out of paper
@ They argue and stop working fogether
(©) e vatentine ges lost
(®) The teacherfakes it away

4. Which words best show how Clayton and Desmond fe«
other?

5. What kind of book is The Biggest Valenfine Ever? (RL1.5)
@ They glared and fumed away.

(®) ey laughed and played.
(©) They smied at each other
@ They spilled their supplies.

(® Abookthat gives facts about Valentine's Day
(®) Apoem avout hearts
@ A how-to book about making cards

. A story about two friends leaming fo work fogether

CCSS Assessment 1# Grade Reading St

6. Who is telling the story? (RL1.6)
® cioyton
@ Desmond
@ The teacher
. A namator

7. How do the pictures help you understand the end story? (RL1.7)

@ ey show how the best valentine ever s made
(®) ey show facts about Valentine's Day
@ They show instructions for cutting paper
@ They show where mice live
A n SW e r K e 8. How are Clayton and Desmond the same? (RL.1.9)
y @ They both want to win a contest

. They both want to work together

@ They both do not like Valentine's Day

() They both want to compete against each ofher fo make the best valentine
9. What does this story help first graders practice? (RL1.10)

@ Learning facts about holidays

. Reading a story with characters and events

(©) Folowing steps to make a craft

() Leaming facts about animas

CCS$ Assessment 1¢ Grade Reading Standards for Literature | BookPagez.com




