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9 The Witching Hour

Sophie couldn’t sleep.

Abrilliant moonbeam was slanting through a gap in
the curtains. 1T was shining right on her pillow.

The other children in the dormitory had been asleep
for hours.

Sophie closed her eyes and lay guite stil. She tried very
hard 1o doze off.

Itwasno good. Themoonbeam was like asilver blade
slicing through theroom to her face.

The house was absolutely silent. Mo voices came up

from downstairs. There were no footsteps on the floor
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Use the first 100 words from the text to
assess oral reading fluency





