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Understanding Figurative Language '
Background:

Figurative languageis language that uses words or expressions to convey
meaning thatis different from the literal meaning. When a writer uses literal
language, he or she simply states the facts. Fgurative language. in comparison,
uses exaggeration fo convey meaning and highlight a specific point.

Here are the most common forms of figurative language: Descri pTlOl’\ Of The
1. Simile-a figure of speech comparing two different things by using the words | nSTrUChonOl FOC us

like or as
+  Example: Asbig as an elephant —

2, Metaphor- a figure of speech comparing two things that are unlike in most
ways but alke in one important way (does not use like or as)

+  Example: The classroom was a zoo.
3. Personification— a figure of speech in which human fraits are givento non—
iving objects
+  Example: Lightning danced across the sky.

4. Hyperbole-a figure of speech that makes an exaggerated statement for
dramatic effect

+«  Example: lam so hungry | could eat a horse!

5. Onomatopoeeia —afigure of speech in which a word scundslike the object it
names or the sound the object makes

+  Example: Buzz, Sizzle, Zing, Splat, Flop, Cuckoo, Woof

4. Idiom—a phrase that means something different than the meaning of the
individualwords

+  Example: Giveit ashot (try)

7. Symbolism—a person, place or thing that stands for something else
+  Example: Roses stand for love
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Instructional Overview:

Meeting #1
Set expectations for Book Club and Infroduce Figurative Language
Meeting #2
(Chapters 2 - 4) Metaphors and Similes
Meeting #3
List of Book Club Mee’rings (Chapters 5-8) Personification
and the Instructional Focus Meeting #4
for EOC h Meeﬁng (Chapters 9 -12) Onomatopoeias
Meeting #5
—‘UPWFS 13-16) Idioms

Meeting #4

(Chapters 17 - 20) Hyperboles
Meeting #7
(Chapters 21— 24) Symbolism

Materials and Preparation:

0 Determine which students will participate in The BFG Book Club (4-6 students)
O Gather copies of The BFG by Roald Dahl (1 per student)

QO Prepare copies of the Book Club Calendar (1 per student)

0 Prepare copies of the Expectations for Book Club (1 per student)

O Prepare copies of the Book Club Reading Response Board (1 per student)

0 Prepare Reader's Notebooks (1 per student)

List of Materials and Pre pGrGTion «  These may be spiral notebooks or several sheets of lined paper stapled

together, or bound in a folder.
—epare copies of the Figurative Language Practice Page (1 per student)

0 Optional: Prepare Vocabulary Resources (1 set per student)

O Optional: Prepare Student Self-Evaluation Forms (1 per student per meeting)
O Optional: Prepare Assessment Resources (1 set per student)
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