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Squirrel's New Year's Resolution
By: Pat Miller
Grade Level: 3 / Guided Reading Level: N

On the fist day of January, Squirel is excited to make a New
Years resolution, but she isn't sure where fo begin. As she visits
her friends around the forest, she finds herself helping Skunk
laugh again, guiding Mole and Turtle fo the perfect garden
spot, and cheering up a grumpy Porcupine. Everyone seems fo
know their resolutions except Squirel, who starts to wonder if
she'l ever find hers. But when all of her friends arrive at the diner
fo tell how Squirel has helped them out, Squirel begins fo realize
something important... and her New Year's Resolution might be
closer than she thinks.

Tell about a fime when you helped a friend accompiish
something important. What was it like?

Have you ever made a New Year's resolution before? Tell
about it

Bank - The land that rises along the side of a river, lake, or
stream

Dashed - Ran or moved very quickly and suddenly

Readers identify the author's purpose fo understand why an
author wrote the book. Authors write books because they want
fo persuade, inform, or entertain their reader.

When you read fiction (stories that are not real). the author
usually includes a message or lesson that they want their readers
fo think about. When the author does this, they are frying to
persuade you.
On the other hand, when you read nonfiction (books about real
ople, places, things, or events), the author answers questions
a specific topic. When the author does this, they are
ing fo inform you.

An author may try fo entertain you by being funny, mysterious,
or serious. Authors of both fiction and nonfiction can write fo
entertain you
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Stop on the following pages. Think about the questions for each
page. Then tak with a reading partner or write your thoughts
down in your notebook.

Page 2 - Squirel pins up her calendar. Which words does the
author write and what drawings does the ilustrator use fo help
you understand the setting for this story2 How does noticing this
help prepare you to read?

Page § - Bear tells Squirrel what a 'resolution” is. Why do you

think the author wrote this part at the beginning of the story?

Why is it important to understand what a resolution is at this part

of the story?

Pages 11 fo 14 - Squirel helps Mole and Turtle start @ garden.

What was the author's purpose for writing this part of the story?
w does this scene help you fo better understand Squirel's

cter?

Pages 19 and 20 - Squirrel feels left out. Why does Squirel feel

this way? What important message is the author trying to help

you think about at this point in the story?

Pages 28 fo 31- Squirrel comes Up with a New Year's Resolution.

What is her resolution? How does Rabbit help herz What lesson

is the author trying fo teach by ending the story this way?

Think - Pat Miller s the author of Squirrel's New Year's Resolution.
What was her purpose for writing this book? Did she write the
book fo persuade, inform, or entertain you? How do you know?
Talk - Tell your reading partner what this book made you think
about. What message did the author share with you?
Remember fo ask your partner fo share their thoughts about the
book foo.

= Think about what you leamed while reading Squirrel's
resolution. Think about the things you and your
Griner discussed. How does identifying the author's
se help you be a better reader?

Write - Glue your Strategy Slip into your reader's notebook.

Wiite about the work you did while reading Squirrel's New Year's
Resolution. (Remember to include examples from the bookl)
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WRITING ABOUT READING WITH OPTIONAL CCSS ALIGNMENT

Strategy and Text Based
Squirel's New Year's R Making Predicti Reader’s Response Prompt

Now that you have read the story, look back at the pages
and choose two sentences from two different pages that
may have helped you predict what Squirrel does next.
Explain how certain words help you with your predictions.

Common Core State Standard

D | can find the answers to specific questions within the stories
that | read. Cess:RL31

q 's New Year's R Making P

Now that you have read the story, look back at the pages

1 | C an " and choose two sentences from two different pages that
may have helped you predict what Squirrel does next. Squirrel's New Year's Resolution: Making Predictions
Explain how certain words help you with your predictions. | | | [TTmmmmmmmommmmmommmm oo oo e
S TO Te I | I e nT Now that you have read the story, look back at the pages

- . N o . and choose two sentences from two different pages that
L I:] It:\:;r} :diihe answers to specific questions within the stories may have helped you predict what Squirrel does next.

COSRL3L Explain how certain words help you with your predictions.

quirrel's New Year's ion: Making Predicti St bl e L
________________________________________________ Now that you have read the story, look back at the pages
Now that you have read the story, look back at the pages and choose two sentences from two different pages that
and choose two sentences from two different pages that may have helped you predict what Squirrel does next.
may have helped you predict what Squirrel does next. Explain how certain words help you with your predictions.

Explain how certain words help you with your predictions.

D I can find the answers to specific questions within the stories squirrel's New Year's Resolution: Making Predictions

that I read. csrar | | e s
Now that you have read the story, look back at the pages
and choose two sentences from two different pages that
may have helped you predict what Squirrel does next.
Explain how certain words help you with your predictions.

Reader's Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips (CCSS) | ©BookPagez.com

C OI NN |O N C O re Fre e Squirrel's New Year's Resolution: Making Predictions
O p‘l’io n Now that you have read the story, look back at the pages
and choose two sentences from two different pages that
ay have helped you predict what Squirrel does next.
Explain how certain words help you with your predictions.

Reader's Notebook: Compr. ion Strategy Slips | gez.com
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