
Lesson Plans and Teaching Resources for
Martin Luther King, Jr.

5 COMPREHENSION STRATEGY LESSON PLANS & PRACTICE PAGES

Activate Prior 
Knowledge

Key 
Vocabulary

Guided Reading Level

Author’s Purpose Lesson Plan

Page by Page 
Guide and 

Strategy Questions

Turn, Talk, 
and Reflect

Pages 4 to 7:
This chapter introduces Martin Luther King, Jr. and his work.  What kind of a world 
was Martin Luther King, Jr. working hard to change? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Why was his work so important?
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Pages 16 and 17:
This chapter tells us that M.L. entered a speech contest when he was 14.  Why was 
this an important event in his life? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Pages 22 and 23:
Based on these pages, what accomplishments did Dr. King achieve?
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Do you think this information is important? Why or why not?
______________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

Answer Key for Determining Importance
with Martin Luther King, Jr.

Answers may vary.  Sample answers include: A world where black and white 

kids could not play together or go to school together, and where black and white 

people were kept apart.

His work was important because he was a leader in protesting for civil rights.

Answers may vary.  Sample answers include: This is an important event because 

it was a speech about unfairness for black people, and he won the contest. This 

could have helped prepare him for his famous “I Have a Dream” speech.

Answers may vary.  Sample answers include:  M.L. got married, moved to Alabama, 

worked as a minister, and earned the title of Dr. King in college.

I think this information is important because it helps us 

understand more about his life and why people call him “Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr.” 

Answer Key | ©BookPagez.com

Page 3:
The author begins this text by asking a series of questions.  Why do you think the 
author chose to start the book this way? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
How do these questions help you prepare to read the text? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

Pages 14 and 15:
These pages tell about life in the 1930s.  What do you think the author wants you 
to know about life during Martin Luther King, Jr.’s time?
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
How do you know?
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Page 20:
This page includes a section of text called, “That’s a Fact!”  Why do you think 
the author included this section? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Answer Key for Identifying the Author’s Purpose
with Martin Luther King, Jr.

Answers may vary.  Sample answers include: I think the author chose to start 

the book this way to engage the reader and help us think about what the world 

was like.

These questions prepare me to better understand how things used to be during 

Dr. King’s life.

Answers may vary.  Sample answers include: I think the author wants me to 

know that things were different then and that he did not have the same things 

that I have today.

I know this because the author tells me with the text and with the photograms. 

The pictures show older technology and a run down school.

Answers may vary.  Sample answers include: I think the author 

included this fact so that we could know that M.L. was very 

smart.

Answer Key | ©BookPagez.com

Page 3:
The author begins this text by asking a series of questions.  Why do you think the 
author chose to start the book this way? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
How do these questions help you prepare to read the text? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

Pages 14 and 15:
These pages tell about life in the 1930s.  What do you think the author wants you 
to know about life during Martin Luther King, Jr.’s time?
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
How do you know?
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Page 20:
This page includes a section of text called, “That’s a Fact!”  Why do you think 
the author included this section? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Your Turn to Practice Identifying the Author’s Purpose
with Martin Luther King, Jr.

Name: ____________________________________                                       ©BookPagez.com

Pages 4 to 7:
This chapter introduces Martin Luther King, Jr. and his work.  What kind of a world 
was Martin Luther King, Jr. working hard to change? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Why was his work so important?
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Pages 16 and 17:
This chapter tells us that M.L. entered a speech contest when he was 14.  Why was 
this an important event in his life? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Pages 22 and 23:
Based on these pages, what accomplishments did Dr. King achieve?
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Do you think this information is important? Why or why not?
______________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

Your Turn to Practice Determining Importance
with Martin Luther King, Jr.

Name: ____________________________________                                       ©BookPagez.com

Page 10:
On this page, we learn that Martin Luther King, Jr. was no longer allowed to play 
with his white friend because of the color of his skin.  Make a text-to-world 
connection.  Tell about a time when you saw someone else treated unfairly.
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
How does your connection help you understand how M.L. might have felt at the 
time? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Pages 14 and 15:
This chapter shows photos and tells information about what life was like when M.L. 
was a boy.  Make some text-to-self connections comparing your life to the 1930’s.
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
How do these connections help you understand the 1930s better?
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
____________________________________________

Answer Key for Making Connections
with Martin Luther King, Jr.

Answers may vary.  Sample answers include: Sometimes on the playground the 

boys don’t let the girls play football with them because they say it’s a boy's 

sport. When that happens,  I feel mad because I am good at running and catching 

the ball. It doesn’t matter if I am a girl.

My connection helps me know how ML felt at the time.

Answers may vary.  Sample answers include: One similar thing is I play board 

games and listen to music on the radio. Something different is that my family 

uses a car, not a horse and buggy to get around.

These connections help me understand that people did not have the same 

inventions in the 1930s as we have now, and times seemed harder.

Answer Key | ©BookPagez.com

Page 10:
On this page, we learn that Martin Luther King, Jr. was no longer allowed to play 
with his white friend because of the color of his skin.  Make a text-to-world 
connection.  Tell about a time when you saw someone else treated unfairly.  
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
How does your connection help you understand how M.L. might have felt at the 
time? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Pages 14 and 15:
This chapter shows photos and tells information about what life was like when M.L. 
was a boy.  Make some text-to-self connections comparing your life to the 1930’s.
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
How do these connections help you understand the 1930s better?
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
____________________________________________

Your Turn to Practice Making Connections
with Martin Luther King, Jr.

Name: ____________________________________                                       ©BookPagez.com

Practice Pages and Answer Keys

Explanation 
of Strategy

Pages 6 and 7:
The text begins by telling us who Martin Luther King, Jr. is.  Use what you learned on 
these pages to summarize what Martin Luther King, Jr. worked hard to do and 
how he did it. 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Pages 8 to 12:
This chapter shares information about Martin Luther King, Jr.’s early life.  Tell two 
important facts that you learned about his life.
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Considering the type of person that M.L. grew to be, why are these facts 
important?
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Pages 24 to 27:
Dr. King and his wife returned to the South and found that there were unfair rules 
for black people on buses. Summarize what happened on these pages using the 
sequencing words first, next, then, and last.
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Answer Key for Retelling and Summarizing
with Martin Luther King, Jr.

Answer Key | ©BookPagez.com

Answers may vary.  Sample answers include: Martin Luther King, Jr. worked hard 

to make the rules equal for black and white people. He did this with his words.

Answers may vary.  Sample answers include: Martin Luther King, Jr.’s father was 

a minister, and when M.L. was six, he was not allowed to play with his white friend 

anymore.  These are important facts because M.L.’s father taught fairness to his 

church, and this taught M.L. how to preach fairness to his own church.

It is important that M.L. experienced segregation as a kid, because it made him 

want to fight against segregation as an adult.

Answers may vary.  Sample answers include:  First, the Kings learned that black 

people had to stand on buses so white people could sit. Next, Rosa 

Parks refused to give up her seat on a bus. Then, Dr. King was in 

charge of a bus boycott.  Last, people began to listen, and black 

and white people could have the same rules on buses.

Pages 6 and 7:
The text begins by telling us who Martin Luther King, Jr. is.  Use what you learned on 
these pages to summarize what Martin Luther King, Jr. worked hard to do and 
how he did it. 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Pages 8 to 12:
This chapter shares information about Martin Luther King, Jr.’s early life.  Tell two 
important facts that you learned about his life.
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Considering the type of person that M.L. grew to be, why are these facts 
important?
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Pages 24 to 27:
Dr. King and his wife returned to the South and found that there were unfair rules 
for black people on buses. Summarize what happened on these pages using the 
sequencing words first, next, then, and last.
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Your Turn to Practice Retelling and Summarizing
with Martin Luther King, Jr.

Name: ____________________________________                                       ©BookPagez.com

Pages 4 to 13:
These sections explain who Martin Luther King, Jr. was as an adult and as a young 
boy.  In one sentence, describe who M.L. was as a boy. 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
What did he want to do after he escaped?
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Pages 25 to 27:
Here, the author uses a cause and effect text structure along with text, 
photographs, and captions, to explain the bus boycott.  According to the text, 
what was one of the main events that caused the bus boycott? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
What effect did the bus boycott have on those who lived in the South? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
How was Martin Luther King, Jr. involved? 
_______________________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

Answer Key for Understanding Text Structure
with Martin Luther King, Jr.

M.L. was a boy who grew up in segregation and wanted to change the world.

M.L. was a man who protested unfair laws against black people.

One of the main events that caused the bus boycott was Rosa Parks refusing to 

give up her seat for a white person, and she went to jail for it.

The effect of the bus boycott was that people who usually took the bus to work 

had to walk or find other ways to get around for more than a year. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. was in charge of the boycott.

Answer Key | ©BookPagez.com

Pages 4 to 13:
These sections explain who Martin Luther King, Jr. was as an adult and as a young 
boy.  In one sentence, describe who M.L. was as a boy. 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
What did he want to do after he escaped?
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Pages 25 to 27:
Here, the author uses a cause and effect text structure along with text, 
photographs, and captions, to explain the bus boycott.  According to the text, 
what was one of the main events that caused the bus boycott? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
What effect did the bus boycott have on those who lived in the South? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
How was Martin Luther King, Jr. involved? 
_______________________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

Your Turn to Practice Understanding Text Structure
with Martin Luther King, Jr.

Name: ____________________________________                                       ©BookPagez.com

Author’s Purpose Lesson Plan

Understanding 
Text Structure

Making Connections

Retelling and 
Summarizing

Determining Importance



Writing About Reading with Optional CCSS Alignment

Common Core State Standard

Reader’s Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips (CCSS) | ©BookPagez.com

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Determining Importance

Choose one fact about the Civil Rights Movement and one 
fact about Dr. King from the text that you think are the most 
important.  Write each fact and explain why they are 
important to you.  Illustrate one of your facts.

I can figure out the lessons or morals of the stories I read and
explain that message using details from the story. CCSS: RI.3.2

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Determining Importance

Choose one fact about the Civil Rights Movement and one 
fact about Dr. King from the text that you think are the most 
important.  Write each fact and explain why they are 
important to you.  Illustrate one of your facts.

I can figure out the lessons or morals of the stories I read and
explain that message using details from the story. CCSS: RI.3.2

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Determining Importance

Choose one fact about the Civil Rights Movement and one 
fact about Dr. King from the text that you think are the most 
important.  Write each fact and explain why they are 
important to you.  Illustrate one of your facts.

I can figure out the lessons or morals of the stories I read and
explain that message using details from the story. CCSS: RI.3.2

“I Can”
Statement

Strategy and Text Based 
Reader’s Response Prompt

Reading Response Prompts for Each 
Comprehension Strategy Lesson Plan

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Determining Importance

Choose one fact about the Civil Rights Movement and one 
fact about Dr. King from the text that you think are the most 
important.  Write each fact and explain why they are 
important to you.  Illustrate one of your facts.

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Determining Importance

Choose one fact about the Civil Rights Movement and one 
fact about Dr. King from the text that you think are the most 
important.  Write each fact and explain why they are 
important to you.  Illustrate one of your facts.

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Determining Importance

Choose one fact about the Civil Rights Movement and one 
fact about Dr. King from the text that you think are the most 
important.  Write each fact and explain why they are 
important to you.  Illustrate one of your facts.

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Determining Importance

Choose one fact about the Civil Rights Movement and one 
fact about Dr. King from the text that you think are the most 
important.  Write each fact and explain why they are 
important to you.  Illustrate one of your facts.

Reader’s Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips | ©BookPagez.com

Common Core 
Free Option

5 Comprehension Strategy (with Nonfiction) Graphic Organizers

Determining 
Importance

Making 
Connections

Understanding 
Text Structure

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Identifying the Author’s Purpose

Why did the author write this text?  Find two details in the 

book to support your answer. 

I can read and understand third grade informational texts 

independently. 

CCSS: RI.3.10

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Identifying the Author’s Purpose

Why did the author write this text?  Find two details in the 

book to support your answer. 

I can read and understand third grade informational texts 

independently. 

CCSS: RI.3.10

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Identifying the Author’s Purpose

Why did the author write this text?  Find two details in the 

book to support your answer. 

I can read and understand third grade informational texts 

independently. 

CCSS: RI.3.10

Reader’s Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips (CCSS) | ©BookPagez.com    

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Identifying the Author’s Purpose

Why did the author write this text?  Find two details in the 

book to support your answer. 

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Identifying the Author’s Purpose

Why did the author write this text?  Find two details in the 

book to support your answer. 

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Identifying the Author’s Purpose

Why did the author write this text?  Find two details in the 

book to support your answer. 

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Identifying the Author’s Purpose

Why did the author write this text?  Find two details in the 

book to support your answer. 

Reader’s Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips | ©Boo
kPag

ez.co
m

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Making Connections

Think of another time in history where things did not seem 

peaceful.  How is this tim
e similar to the Civil Rights 

Movement?  How is it d
ifferent?  Explain your reasoning.

I can describe characters in stories and explain how their

actions affect the story.

CCSS: RI.3.3

Reader’s Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips (CCSS) | ©BookPagez.com    

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Making Connections

Think of another time in history where things did not seem 

peaceful.  How is this tim
e similar to the Civil Rights 

Movement?  How is it d
ifferent?  Explain your reasoning.

I can describe characters in stories and explain how their

actions affect the story.

CCSS: RI.3.3

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Making Connections

Think of another time in history where things did not seem 

peaceful.  How is this tim
e similar to the Civil Rights 

Movement?  How is it d
ifferent?  Explain your reasoning.

I can describe characters in stories and explain how their

actions affect the story.

CCSS: RI.3.3

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Making Connections

Think of another time in history where things did not seem 

peaceful.  How is this tim
e similar to the Civil Rights 

Movement?  How is it d
ifferent?  Explain your reasoning.

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Making Connections

Think of another time in history where things did not seem 

peaceful.  How is this tim
e similar to the Civil Rights 

Movement?  How is it d
ifferent?  Explain your reasoning.

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Making Connections

Think of another time in history where things did not seem 

peaceful.  How is this tim
e similar to the Civil Rights 

Movement?  How is it d
ifferent?  Explain your reasoning.

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Making Connections

Think of another time in history where things did not seem 

peaceful.  How is this tim
e similar to the Civil Rights 

Movement?  How is it d
ifferent?  Explain your reasoning.

Reader’s Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips | ©BookPagez.com    

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Retelling and Summarizing

Martin Luther King, Jr. fought against segregation.  In your 

own words, retell how he did that.  Support your answer with 

at least two examples from the text.

I can answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text

referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. CCSS: RI.3.1

Reader’s Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips (CCSS) | ©BookPagez.com    

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Retelling and Summarizing

Martin Luther King, Jr. fought against segregation.  In your 

own words, retell how he did that.  Support your answer with 

at least two examples from the text.

I can answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text

referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. CCSS: RI.3.1

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Retelling and Summarizing

Martin Luther King, Jr. fought against segregation.  In your 

own words, retell how he did that.  Support your answer with 

at least two examples from the text.

I can answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text

referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. CCSS: RI.3.1

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Retelling and Summarizing

Martin Luther King, Jr. fought against segregation.  In your 

own words, retell how he did that.  Support your answer with 

at least two examples from the text.

Reader’s Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips | ©Boo
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Martin Luther King, Jr.: Retelling and Summarizing

Martin Luther King, Jr. fought against segregation.  In your 

own words, retell how he did that.  Support your answer with 

at least two examples from the text.

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Retelling and Summarizing

Martin Luther King, Jr. fought against segregation.  In your 

own words, retell how he did that.  Support your answer with 

at least two examples from the text.

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Retelling and Summarizing

Martin Luther King, Jr. fought against segregation.  In your 

own words, retell how he did that.  Support your answer with 

at least two examples from the text.

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Understanding Text Structure

In this nonfiction text, there are many historical photographs. 

Choose one photo to study. Tell what’s happening in the 

photo using the 5 W’s. 

(Who is in the photo?  What is happening? When is it 

happening? Where is it h
appening? Why is it h

appening?)

I can show that I have learned from informational text and

illustrations by answering questions about where, when, why,

and how. 

CCSS: RI.3.7

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Understanding Text Structure

In this nonfiction text, there are many historical photographs. 

Choose one photo to study. Tell what’s happening in the 

photo using the 5 W’s. 

(Who is in the photo?  What is happening? When is it 

happening? Where is it h
appening? Why is it h

appening?)

I can show that I have learned from informational text and

illustrations by answering questions about where, when, why,

and how. 

CCSS: RI.3.7

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Understanding Text Structure

In this nonfiction text, there are many historical photographs. 

Choose one photo to study. Tell what’s happening in the 

photo using the 5 W’s. 

(Who is in the photo?  What is happening? When is it 

happening? Where is it h
appening? Why is it h

appening?)

I can show that I have learned from informational text and

illustrations by answering questions about where, when, why,

and how. 

CCSS: RI.3.7
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Martin Luther King, Jr.: Understanding Text Structure

In this nonfiction text, there are many historical photographs. 

Choose one photo to study. Tell what’s happening in the 

photo using the 5 W’s. 

(Who is in the photo?  What is happening? When is it 

happening? Where is it h
appening? Why is it h

appening?)

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Understanding Text Structure

In this nonfiction text, there are many historical photographs. 

Choose one photo to study. Tell what’s happening in the 

photo using the 5 W’s. 

(Who is in the photo?  What is happening? When is it 

happening? Where is it h
appening? Why is it h

appening?)

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Understanding Text Structure

In this nonfiction text, there are many historical photographs. 

Choose one photo to study. Tell what’s happening in the 

photo using the 5 W’s. 

(Who is in the photo?  What is happening? When is it 

happening? Where is it h
appening? Why is it h

appening?)

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Understanding Text Structure

In this nonfiction text, there are many historical photographs. 

Choose one photo to study. Tell what’s happening in the 

photo using the 5 W’s. 

(Who is in the photo?  What is happening? When is it 

happening? Where is it h
appening? Why is it h

appening?)

Reader’s Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips | ©BookPagez.com    

Retelling and 
Summarizing

Author’s 
Purpose

Determining Importance
Title: _______________________________________

What is the topic of your book?

Which of the following features of nonfiction text 
were used in your book?

Tell how three of the text features helped you 
determine importance using the chart below.

Directions:  
1. Answer each of the questions.
2. Carefully cut on the dotted line. 
3. Glue, tape, or staple into your Reader’s Notebook.  

q Captions q Index q Subtitles

q Diagrams q Labels q Table of Contents

q Glossary q Lists q Timelines

q Graphs q Maps q Titles

q Headings q Photographs q Types of Print

Text 
Feature

Fact I Learned from 
the Text Feature

Why this Fact is 
Important

Determining Importance with Nonfiction Text Graphic Organizer: Stage 2 | ©BookPagez.com Identifying the Author’s Purpose Graphic Organizer for Nonfiction Text: Stage 1 | ©BookPagez.com

Identifying the Author’s Purpose
Title: _______________________________________

Who is the author of your book?

Authors write nonfiction books to inform, or teach,  
us about a topic.  What topic did the author teach 
you about?

Directions:  
1. Answer each of the questions.
2. Carefully cut on the dotted line. 
3. Glue, tape, or staple into your Reader’s Notebook.  

Photographs Glossary Index

Captions Labels Table of Contents

Circle the nonfiction text features you see in your 
book.

Choose one text feature.  Tell why you think the 
author used the text feature to teach you about the 
topic of your book. 

Text Feature Why the Author Used the 
Text Feature

Retelling and Summarizing
Title: _______________________________________

List the features of nonfiction text that can be found 
in your book.

Directions:  
1. Answer each of the questions.
2. Carefully cut on the dotted line. 
3. Glue, tape, or staple into your Reader’s Notebook.  

Complete the chart below by summarizing what 
you learned from the text features in your book.

Text Feature What I Learned from the Text Feature

1.

Page 
Number:

2.

Page 
Number:

3.

Page 
Number:

What is the topic of your book?

Retelling and Summarizing with Nonfiction Text Graphic Organizer: Stage 2 | ©BookPagez.com

Making Connections
Title: _______________________________________

Directions:  
1. Answer each of the questions.
2. Carefully cut on the dotted line. 
3. Glue, tape, or staple into your Reader’s Notebook.  

Choose three text features from your book that 
helped you make connections.  Tell about your 
connections by completing the chart below. 

Text Feature Type of 
Connection Connection

1.

2.

3.

Making Connections with Nonfiction Text Graphic Organizer: Stage 2 | ©BookPagez.com

Circle the features of nonfiction text that were used 
in your book.

Captions Index Subtitles

Diagrams Labels Table of Contents

Glossary Lists Timelines

Graphs Maps Titles

Headings Photographs Types of Print
Think about the book.  Write all of the important 
information in the thought bubble below.

Now determine 3 BIG ideas, events, words, or facts 
that are important to you.  Draw a picture to 
illustrate the most important parts of your book.

#1 
__________________________
__________________________
#2 
__________________________
__________________________
#3 
__________________________
__________________________

Determining Importance
Title: _______________________________________

Directions: 
1. Answer each of the questions.
2. Carefully cut on the dotted line. 
3. Glue, tape, or staple into your Reader's Notebook.  

Comprehension Strategy Graphic Organizer | ©BookPagez.com    Comprehension Strategy Graphic Organizer | ©BookPagez.com    

Identifying the Author’s Purpose
Title: _______________________________________

Who is the author of your book?

What was the author’s purpose for writing this 
book?  How do you know?

To Persuade            To Inform           To Entertain

I know because…

What do you think the author wanted you to think 
about while reading this book?

Draw a picture of the most important thing the 
author made you think about while reading.

Directions:  
1. Answer each of the questions.
2. Carefully cut on the dotted line. 
3. Glue, tape, or staple into your Reader's Notebook.  

Comprehension Strategy Graphic Organizer | ©BookPagez.com

Making Connections
Title: _______________________________________

Think about the book.  What does the book remind 
you of?

What type of connection did you make?

Text-to-Self            Text-to-Text         Text-to-World

Draw a picture of your connection in the box 
below.

Directions:  
1. Answer each of the questions.
2. Carefully cut on the dotted line. 
3. Glue, tape, or staple into your Reader’s Notebook.  

Comprehension Strategy Graphic Organizer | ©BookPagez.com

Retelling and Summarizing
Title: _______________________________________
What is this book about?

Is it fiction or nonfiction?  

Draw a picture or write a sentence for each box 
below:

What is the most important thing you read in this 
book?

Directions:  
1. Answer each of the questions.
2. Carefully cut on the dotted line. 
3. Glue, tape, or staple into your Reader's Notebook.  

First Next Then

After that Then Last
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Understanding Text Structure
Title: _______________________________________

Directions:  
1. Answer each of the questions.
2. Carefully cut on the dotted line. 
3. Glue, tape, or staple into your reader’s notebook.  

Text 
Structure

Where the Text 
Structure was 

Used

How the Text 
Structure Helped 

Me

Page:

Page:

Page:

Page:

Page:

Text Structures You Might See While Reading

Description Sequence Cause and Effect
Compare and 
Contrast

Problem and 
Solution



VOCABULARY CONNECTIONS RESOURCES

Important Words to Know and 
Understand in Martin Luther 

King Jr. Word List

Interactive Vocabulary 
Notebook Cards

Word and Picture 
Sorting Cards

Word and Definition 
Sorting Cards

Word Games and 
Answer Key

Personalized Vocabulary Bookmark

Vocabulary Word 
Extension Activities



Word Work Lesson Plan and Activities
Instructional 

Focus Based on 
the Words in 

the Book

Step by Step 
Lesson Plan

List of words in the book 
that match the 

instructional focus 

Interactive Activity

Independent Practice Page

Extension Activity

Optional Activity to 
Extend Engagement



ASSESSMENTS

Running Record Assessment

Common Core Assessment:
One question for each Reading 

Informational OR Reading Literature 
standard (1-9)

Answer Key



WORKSHEETS

Writing Worksheet

Compare and Contrast 
Matching Game and 

Answer Key

Compare and Contrast 
Questions Stems
and Answer Key




